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Christian Education course 


This course provides 
excellent training 

for church lay workers 
as well as those planning 
to go into full-time 
Christian service. 

Those who complete the course 
will be able to lead others 
in the church or 

on the mission field 

into a fruitful teaching 
ministry. 


Write today for catalog and picture book. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room ET 226. 
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four miles below North East, Maryland. 
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Atlantic States.” 





“Sandy Cove is rapidly taking its place as the 
number one Bible conference center in the middle 







































Now is the... 
Now is the time... 
Now is the time to PLAN 


Your Summer Vacation 
AT 


Beautiful Barrington 


“Tbe Miracle Dollar Campus” 
on Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island 


Summer Bible Conferences 
July—August 


NOTED BIBLE TEACHERS 
Dr. —— M,. Smith 
Dr. Norman 


B. Harrison 
Dr. William Allan Dean 
Rev. R. L. Stevenson 
Rev. Richard H. 
Dr. William H. K 
Dr. William J. Sweet 
Rev. Norman S. Townsend 
Dr. Howard W. Ferrin 


Christian Good 
FELLOWSHIP FUN 


Excellent 


Write for advance 
information to 
Conference Director 
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You can do it... 


just as others have 


Over eight thousand students 
have enrolled in the HARKNESS 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES— 
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2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 
& course +4 those who cannot play but wish 
Firty M 8° et ee Original 
usically-illus' lessons. 
RKNESS Key vboard Charts. Children study 
supervision. 
Send for FREE details. Indicate 
the course that interests you. 


ROBERT HARKNESS 
20N. Raymond Ave.,Pasadena 1,Cal. 


Come to inspiring, refreshing 


HUME LAKE 
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FREE DETAILS 





Write for full Information today 
WALTER A. WARKENTIN, Director 
188 Van Ness Ave., Fresno 1, Calif. 
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LELAND WANG ROBBED 

On January 18, 1952, DR. LELAND 
WANG, President of the Chinese Foreign 
Missionary Union, went from Djakarta to 
Tg. Priok to meet his wife and Miss Rose 
Wong from Southampton on board the 
S. S. Orange. On his way he met about 
ten robbers who beat him up and robbed 
his suitcase. He lost his Bible, passport 
with about twenty visas from different 
countries on it, certificate of admission for 
Singapore, sermon notes, address book, im- 
portant documents, fountain pens, and 
clothes. 

He gave the testimony later that his 
Bible was lost, but not the Christ; sermon 
notes were lost, but not the message; pass- 
port was lost, but not the way to Heaven; 
the address book was lost, but not the 


~" friends. He wishes his praying friends to 


write him and give new addresses. Read 
Hebrews 10:34-36. 
Dr. Wang writes: 

This is an S. O. S. call that you will 
kindly pray for us and the work here. It is 
by the grace of God that I am still alive 
and can write this note to you. The enemy 
of the Gospel has tried many ways to cast 
us down. “Now what wait I for? my hope 
is in THEE.” I am-very grateful that you 
have taken such interest in me and my 
work, specially the Chinese Foreign Mis- 
sionary Union. I wish to tell you that we 
are operating ten different stations, three 
in Borneo, one in Makassar, one in Java, 
two in Billiton, two in Banka, and one in 
Cholon of Viet-Nam. The cost of running 
the mission is more than doubled this year 
because of the high living standard. Last 
month the fund has come to zero. Now we 
can still carry on for two more months. 
Two things I hate, to be in debt and to beg. 
But friends like you I can tell you what is 
happening. 

Yours in Christ, 

LELAND WANG 

Contributions to Dr..Wang’s work will 
be forwarded if sent to Eternity, 1716 
Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE : 

I wish to commend the article ‘entitled 
“Science and the Bible” by Francis Rue 
Steele which appeared in the March 1952 
issue of Eternity. It is, I think, the best 
and sanest of its kind that I have ever 
read, and I believe long overdue. Every 
Christian ought to read it. 

Especially do I like his handling of 
Hebrews 11:3 and its supposed relation to 
nuclear fission. I do not ‘believe that 
“atomic disintegration is clearly seen in 
such passages.” Hebrews 11:3 was as fully 
understood by its human author as it is 
today. What does it mean? It is a sub- 
jective understanding of an objective truth 
stated in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning 





God created the heavens and the earth.” 
In other words Hebrews 11:3 states that 
God created the universe out of nothing. 

And why should 2 Peter 3 be read in the 
light of nuclear fission? The passage mere- 
ly states that the present creation shall 
disappear, that is “pass away.” It shall be 
replaced by a new creation, new Heavens 
and a new earth. Who knows by what! 
means God shall accomplish these things? 

I- wish to emphasize again how well the 
matter of miracles, and scientific data as 
they are supposed to prove the Scriptures 
are handled in this article by Dr. Steele. 
As stated by him the Bible is primarily and 
preeminently a book of spiritual truth and 
all these things are written to show His 
sovereignty and glory. . 
Appison D. Lewis 
San Leandro, California 


STUDY AND WALK | 

We can’t keep from saying again how 
much help we receive from your magazine 
Eternity. It certainly prods us on to 
deeper study of the Word and a closer 
walk with Him. There is so much reading 
today that leads nowhere, but thanks to 
you and those that help put out Ererniry 
that it all leads to the Word and to the 
Master Himself. ; 

RatpH and Mary Keep 

El Sauce, Depto. de la Union 
El Salvador, C. A. 


QUICK AND POWERFUL 

I believe you would be interested to know 
how the title Erernity helped to lead two 
souls to Christ. This incident occurred a 
year ago, January 21, 1951, when I was 
renewing my subscription to Eternity. I 
put my renewal and some other letters to 
mail in my coat pocket and then forgot 
them. However, the Lord had a plan and 
after three days I was putting letters in 
the mail box when I noticed two men, 
about forty-five years of age, standing 
near by. I hesitated, just for a moment, 
then went over and asked them if they 
had ever seen a letter addressed like this 
one. They read: 

ETERNITY 
P. O. Box 2000 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

One of the men said, “That’s a funny 
place for Eternity.” 

Oh, no it isn’t, was my reply, because 
this Erernity is the name of a Christian 
magazine. There are two other eternities, 
one, of which I’m sure you are thinking 
about is in Heaven and the other is in Hell. 


. Which one are you going to 


to? 

They both admitted their lost condition 
and their need of a Saviour. They soon 
confessed and accepted the Lord Jesus as 
their Saviour from sin. We bowed our 
heads and wonderfully sealed it with a 
word of prayer. 
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Isn’t it wonderful? Yes, wonderful and 
how powerful His Word can be when used 
in His name. G. Epwarp SAKRISON 
Miami, Florida 
PRAY FOR THE PORTABLE CHURCH 

We like the Portable Church Services 
immensely, but find people here “hard of 
heart” when it comes to spiritual things, 
Of course, we’re not to judge. But “by 
their fruits ye shall know them.” We do 
earnestly covet your prayers. They are 
wonderful neighbors and friends (mate- 
rially speaking, we could not expect bet- 
ter), will do any number of sweet things 
for us; but so far we haven’t been able to 
prevail on them to look upon Sunday as 
God’s day, nor His house a place where 
they love to go. C. H. B. 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, Bala-Cynwyd, Penna.; May 
2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Bethleh Interd i 
tional Bible Conference, Bethlehem, Penna.; 
May 3—Word of Life Fellowship, Carnegie 
Hall, New York; May 10, 17—Word of Life 
Fellowship, Gospel Tabernacle, New York, 
N. Y.; May 4, 18, 25—Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; May 11—Park 
Street Church, Boston, Mass.; May 5, 12, 19, 
26—New York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Luth- 
eran Church, 46th Street west of 8th Avenue, 
New York City; May 12 (morning)—Gordon 
Divinity School, Beverly Farms, Mass.; May 
6, 13, 20, 27—Windsor Avenue Bible Church, 
Oceanside, L. I., New York. 

William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Penna.: May 5, 12, 19, 26— 
First Presbyterian Church, Norristown, Penna.; 
May 6, 13 (2:30 P.M.)—Bethany Temple Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; May 
6, 13, 20, 27—Evangelical U. B. Church, 
Philadelphia, Penna.; May 1, 8, 15, 22— 
Rosemont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, 
Penna.; May 30—North Mountain Bible Con- 
ference, Red Rock, Penna. 

Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
Penna.: May 1-3—Bible Conference Evangeli- 
cal Church, E. Greenville, Penna.; May 4— 
Lutheran Church, Palmerton, Penna.; May 5 
—tutheran Church, Ephrata, Penna.; May 9 
—Christian Student Fellowship, State Col- 
lege, Penna.; May 11 to 16—Bible Confer- 
ence, Lewistown, Penna.; May 25-30—Meth- 
odist Church, Paulsboro, N. J. 

William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia, Penna.: May 3— 
Star of Hope Mission, Paterson, N. J.; May 
4—Memorial Church of Totowa, Paterson, 
N. J.; May 4 (7:45 P.M.)—First Presbyterian 
Church, Plainfield, N. J.; May 6, 7, 8, 9— 
East Nantmeal Baptist Church, Nantmeal, 
Penna.; May 10—Pottsville Youth for Christ, 
Pottsville, Penna.; May 11—Primrose Chapel, 
Primrose, Penna.; May 16, 17, 18—Child 
Evangelism Fellowship Conference, Keswick, 
N. J.; May 19, 20—Houtzdale Bible Confer- 
ence, Houtzdale, Penna; May 24—First 
Baptist Church, Perkasie, Penna.; May 25 
(10:00 and 11:15)—Garden Lake Community 
Church, Garden Lake, N. J.; May 25—St. 
Paul’s Evangelistic Lutheran Church, Cam- 
den, N. J.; May 30, 31—Living Water, Bible 
Conference, Moscow, Penna. 


ACCORDIONS 
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“Educating the -whole boy”—has 
become an extremely popular catch 
phrase in current educational cir- 
cles. The words have a nice sound 
and come easily to the lips of mod- 
ern educators. 

But schools that feed the mind 
and neglect the spirit cannot claim 
to educate the whole boy. 

The program at Stony Brook 
School has achieved balance of mind, 
body, and spirit. 

MIND 

Skilled teachers of long experi- 
ence aid boys at Stony Brook to 
establish a sound economic base for 
their future work in college. Boys 
have the opportunity of learning 
how to study as well as what to 
study. 


and in the gymnasium, 


Educating the Whole Boy 


sports programs help all Stony 
Brook boys to develop the strong, 
healthy bodies they will need in 
future years. 


SPIRIT 

Most important of all—by pre- 
cept and by example the Christian 
masters at Stony Brook are prayer- 
fully concerned that each boy re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour. In relation to this essential 
foundation, emphasis is placed upon 
the development of individual moral 
strength and spiritual stamina. 

Stony Brook’s 31st year begins 
September 15. For catalogue or 
other information address: Frank E. 
Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Head- 
master, Stony Brook School. 


On Pig a ies fields Stony Br ook School 


varsity and intramural Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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Send with $3 or more to: 
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Safeguard Church-State Separation by helping us 


DEFEAT THE VATICAN APPOINTMENT 


Protestants and Other Americans United (POAU) is organized to help 
keep church and state separate—and to stop the Vatican Envoy ap- 
pointment. Millions of pieces of information should be distributed to 
warn loyal Americans. Your help is needed. 


Should U.S.A. send Send $3 or more today and receive: 
an Envoy to the head @ Monthly Church and State Newsletter 
of a church? @ Vatican A Information Packet 


ppointment 
@ Privilege of National POAU Membership 
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If God has given you special 
spiritual blessings you are in special 
spiritual danger. The Devil will 
never let you sit quietly in the midst 
of glorious blessings, but will come 
with the subtlest of his schemes to 


turn you away from the inwardness. 


of the triumph that God has for 
you. 

There can be no doubt that there 
are people in churches who know 
more about the Bible than others, 
but this knowledge should make 
them humble and not proud. There 
ean be no doubt that there are 
people in churches who have been 
given much more spiritual discern- 
ment than others, and this will 
‘ make them abstain from certain 
actions which others will practice; 
but this abstention should make 
them sweet and quiet and prayerful, 
and not proud. Above all, there will 
never be the thought that they are 
in some inner circle, closer to God, 
or more blessed than others. It may 
simply be that they are in the place 
that others will arrive at in ten 
years, which others reached ten 
years ago. God has no inner circles. 
God has no favorite children. Those 
who are born again have become His 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
their circle of fellowship must be 
the whole of the body of believers. 

We may not draw lines of fellow- 
ship which are closer than that 
which the Lord has drawn. The 
prayerful consideration of that 
sentence should send shivers through 
the systems of those who want to 
limit the communion table to those 
who cross their T’s and dot their I’s 
in the same fashion. The line of 
fellowship must be made by the 
Holy Spirit. Are we going to be in 
Heaven forever in the body of 
Christ, redeemed by His blood? If 
we are, then in the name of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit, let us try to get to- 
gether now and have fellowship here. 

Any other attitude toward fellow 
believers is an attitude of carnality 
which the Holy Spirit must rebuke. 
If you are a wise old sheep and see 
a lamb which has mud on its fleece, 
don’t push him in the mire; draw 
him out and tell him how to be 
cleansed, If the believers who are 
not taught deeply in the Word and 
of the Spirit sense an attitude of 
pride in you in something that God 
has given you instead of simply 
resting in joy that God has blessed 
you, then you are carnal. Let the 
Holy Spirit make you Holy Spir- 
itual;. then you will be wholly 
spiritual. 
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By WILLIAM F. 


I was brought up in the back- 
ground of fashionable higher-in- 
come-group society. Years spent as 
an officer in a famous regiment in 
London had given me a wide circle 
of worldly friends. At twenty-four 
I married the grand-daughter of a 
well-known society hostess, whose 
parties and entertaining were re- 
nowned. Three and a half years 
later I was taken to a revival meet- 
ing, where I was converted, and sud- 
denly found myself in the midst of 
a keen evangelical church. A tre- 
mendous conflict ensued. I was torn 
between the desire to win my friends 
for Christ, and the teaching of the 
Church that they and their inter- 
ests were worldly and unsuitable for 
Christians, and that I should come 
out from among them and be sep- 
arate. 

It was when I was desperate and 
longing for clear guidance about the 
right course, that God spoke to me 
through one verse in the Bible, ‘‘Go 
home to thy friends, and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done 
unto thee, and hath had compassion 
on thee.’’ It was His commission 
for my life, and has been the guid- 
ing principle for my Christian serv- 
ice for nearly twenty years. 

Early attempts were not encour- 
aging. I invited friends to revival 
meetings; few came and they were 
not impressed. I offered them evan- 
gelical books; they were not inter- 
ested. I arranged for them to meet 
keen Christians; they had no com- 
mon interest, and hardly spoke the 
same language. In all these efforts 
I was putting my friends in circum- 
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stances which were strange to them, 
and where they were embarrassed 
and awkward. Furthermore, I was 
trying to keep separate from the 
world, and to win them without hav- 
ing any real, common interest with 
them. 

It was at that time that I began 
to study the principles and methods 
set out by our Lord in the Gospels. 
This has revealed certain funda- 
mental principles. 

In the first place, the world, the 
kosmos, is clearly defined as the 
Christian’s place of work and wit- 
ness. Our Lord (in John 17) prays 
‘*T pray not that Thou wouldest take 
them out of the world but that Thou 
wouldest keep them from the evil 
one.’’ ‘‘They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.’’ ‘‘ As 
Thou hast sent Me into the ‘world 
even so have I also sent them into 
the world.’’ ‘‘Ye are the light of 
the world.’’ ‘‘Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.’’ 

While we are not ‘‘of the world,’’ 
not part of it, we are our Lord’s 
representatives in it, as He was the 
representative of His Father in the 
world. As ambassadors for Christ, 
we are to represent and commend 
Him and His ways to people of an- 
other country. We must be pre- 
pared to leave the congenial sur- 
roundings of our own people and to 
live and work among strangers. And 
we are to leave no part of the world 
system (the kosmos) unevangel- 
ized; we are to go into ‘‘all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.’’ Some are called to work 










as lone pioneer missionaries among 
heathen peoples ; others are to act as 
His ambassadors in the midst of 
worldly and unconverted though, 
maybe, cultured society. Whichever 
one’s calling, the work and method 
must be similar; by patience and 
love and sympathy, to win their con- 
fidence and to lead them to Christ. 

It is a strange perversion of the 
truth that considers no barbarous 
heathen tribe an unsuitable sphere 
of Christian work, but which con- 
demns educated pagan society as an 
unfit environment for missionary 
work, Missionaries to the heathen 
are urged to live among the heathen, 
to get to know them, to open their 
lives and homes to them, to love 
them; but let a Christian begin to © 
do the same for the unconverted 
in his own. land, and he will be con- 
demned and criticized as worldly 
by many in the Church. It is part 
of the cost of a fruitful ministry 
in our own land. 

Hand in hand with where we go 
and what we do must come what we 
are. ‘‘Ye are the salt of the earth.’’ 
‘*Ye are the light of the world.’’ 
We are not supposed to be these 
things; we are the salt and the light. 
It is only by the Christians that the 
earth becomes savored, and only 
through the Christians that the 
world can get-light. Salt does no 
good in the package: it must be di- 
vided and thoroughly mixed with the 
unsavored material. The single par- 
ticle of salt in the midst of an un- 
savored environment may feel weak 
and lonely, but it is only by its pres- 
ence that the surroundings can be 
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savored. The single Christian in an 
unconverted family or college or 
business or club is the salt, and the 
only means by which his surround- 
ings can be savored. 

Similarly we are the light of the 
world (the kosmos). In order to 
light a city, the street lights must 
be scattered throughout the dark- 
ness, each so placed so that it lights 
a dark place. The lighting expert 
will carefully place his lights so 
that none is wasted, so that none 
shines in a place already illuminated 
by another light: it is only when 
lights are weak and feeble that they 
have to be put together in groups. 

In the churches there are thous- 
ands of wasted lights; there are 
ehurches full of keen Christians 
whose whole life-is lived as far as 
possible among other equally keen 
Christians. Their social life leaves 
the world untouched, their parties 
and homes are a collection of lights 
shining among other lights, and 
burning their energy to waste; cul- 
turally their clubs and interests are 


among Christians. They rejoice that, 


the church life flourishes, they glory 
in an orgy of Christian fellowship, 
they depend upon the stimulus of 
Christian friends, stirring preachers, 
and other emotional excitements. The 
light in such churches must be blind- 
ing, but outside, around them in 


their towns and businesses, the whole 


world is in darkness for want of a’ 


light. While such Christians are 
leaving their street or neighborhood 
for some gathering of Christians, 
their neighbors are perishing for 
want of light. They are deaf to our 
Lord’s command, ‘‘Go ye into all the 
world.’’ 

We should take heed that our de- 
sire to fill the church, or to build 
up a strong Christian fellowship, 
does not lead us to overstress our 
preaching of ‘‘not neglecting of as- 
sembling: of yourselves together,’’ 
at the expense of witness. We should 
beware lest a busy life of Christian 
activity become an escape from the 
more difficult duty of being a light 
‘‘in the world.’’ The characteristic 
of light which our Lord stresses in 
Matthew 5:15 is that it is not selec- 
tive. If the light is set on a candle- 
stick, ‘‘it giveth light unto all that 
are in the house.’’ It is impossible 
to light a lamp in the midst of a 
room without everyone’s seeing it. 
‘All that are in the house”’ see it, 
but all may not like it; some men 
love darkness rather than light be- 
cause their deeds are evil. We are 
the light of the world, and when- 
ever we let our light shine, all men 
see the light. 

The writer makes a practice of 
asking Christians what it was that 








Button, button, who's got the button?” may be 
more than child’s play. A woman bought a coat 
in a shop in Brooklyn for $90 and soon lost a 
button from it. The shop did not have a buiton 

and the woman wrote to the factory. 











first interested them in Christianity. 
In the great majority of cases it 
proves to have been what they have 
seen in the life of some Christian 
whom they have known or watched. 
It is the light shining in darkness: 
it is the truth expounded in 2 Cor- 
inthians 3:3, where St. Paul de- 
seribes us as epistles of Christ. In 
the middle of a refusal to accept 
Christianity on the grounds of rea- 
son, a communist recently remarked 
‘‘but I ean see that the Christians 
have got something, they are differ- 
ent,’’ and it was that that eventually 
brought him to Christ. 

In speaking of light, our Lord 
said that if it is set on a candlestick 
‘*it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house’’; yet there is many a 
Christian home where the light 
shines to no purpose. No darkened 
soul ever enters; the home is sacred ; 
they may be active in Christian 
work, but at home they are off duty, 
it is their place of rest. Loving and 
holy lives may be lived within its 
walls; the light may shine brightly, 
but no one sees, for no one is invited. 
May God write those words ‘‘all that 
are in the house’’ upon our hearts, 
and show us the opportunity and 
duty which we are neglecting by 
not using our homes in his service. 

We are not told that we must in- 
vite unbelievers to meetings in our 
homes, though that can be greatly 
blessed, but that all that ‘‘are in the 
house’’ shall see the light. By this 
promise Christian homes have been 
given a special place in the spread 
of the Gospel: the more people come 
in, the more see the light. It behooves 
us therefore so to plan our friend- 
ships with unbelievers, so to study 
their interests and habits, that they 
will like to visit our homes. It is 
not easy; it will involve us being 
in touch with many subjects which 
seem of no use to Christians; we 
must be able to talk to the unbeliever 
of his own interests; we must have 
a point of contact and sympathy. 

In. England, the Irish wife of a 
pastor invited other Irish people in 
the city to meet regularly in her 
home, and formed an Irish Society 
to discuss Irish literature, music, 
history, ete. Some in the church 
criticized her worldliness and waste 
of time, but in a few months, one 
of the Society, when in trouble, con- 
sulted the pastor’s wife and was 
converted. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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EDITORIALS 


ROAD TO HELL 


Several people have written to me 
concerning my Christmas editorial 
in which I pointed out that the lost 
soul had no hope of Heaven and 
that Hell lay before him, and that 
there was nothing for him to do but 
to suck as much of, the miserable 
life of earth as possible before death 
precipitated him into the lake of 
fire. My actual words were: ‘‘If we 
do not know the grace of God in 
Christ, we might as well go out and 
get roaring drunk. Life on the road 
to Hell is a miserable thing, and a 
shot in the arm to bring forgetful- 
ness is worth the while. It is the 
nearest thing to Heaven that the 
poor souls will ever know.’’ 

Frankly, it was very difficult for 
me to understand the criticism which 
came as the result of this sentence. 
What I said was exactly that which 
the Holy Spirit sets forth in the 
Word of God. ‘‘If the dead are not 
raised, let us eat and drink for to- 
morrow we die’’ (1 Cor. 15:32). 
If such an argument is given to 
Christians by the Holy Spirit how 
much more does it apply to the 
unsaved. 

Does any critic think that it is the 
part of wisdom for a man who re- 
fuses Christ, and who knows that 
he is going to continue to reject 
Christ, to live a sad, penurious life 
of earthly misery? Solomon, God’s 
wise man, looked upon the life of 
the righteous and the unrighteous, 
and concluded by commending 
mirth, saying that ‘‘a man hath no 
better thing under the sun, than to 
eat, and to drink, and to be oan a 
(Eeel. 8:15). 

Interestingly enough a man came 
to me in one of my Bible classes 
about the first of December, holding 
the copy of the magazine open to 
the editorial under discussion. He 
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Eat, Drink, And Be Merry 


The Serpent's F. ood . 
The Will Of The Lord 


was a man whose face told the story 
of drink, and he told me that the edi- 
torial had been given to him and 
that he had read it and come to the 
meeting to speak with me. ‘‘It 
made me realize,’’ he said, ‘‘that 
the real reason I had been drink- 
ing was because I was not saved, 
and that I could not stand the 
thought of being sober and being 
unprepared to die.’’ It was the 
forceful way in which the matter 
was honestly faced that led him to 
see the state of his misery and 
brought him to the place where he 
came to acknowledge Christ as his 
Saviour. 

It seems to me almost self-evident 
that if a man is going to refuse 
Heaven, and knows that he is going 
to Hell, the only logical thing for 
him to do is to get all of earth that 
he can get. while the getting is good. 
But such a thought, baldly expressed, 
should cause the thinking man to 
turn away from earth and its opiates 
and come to the cross of ‘ Christ 
where the miseries of earth and Hell 
are taken forever and the joy of 
Heaven becomes present possession. 

I wrote the above editorial back 
in January and sent it through to 
my office and it came back from my 
staff with a request that I add one 
further touch. ‘‘The criticism which 
has been leveled at your editorial,’’ 
my assistant writes me, ‘‘is not yet 
completely answered. You are look- 
ing at the matter exclusively from 
the spiritual standpoint—and yet 
there are practical reasons for not 
encouraging anyone in a course of 
action which could easily lead to 
alcoholism which must be far from 
Heaven’ on earth.’’ 

Right. Perhaps it is because I 
seek to banish anything from my 
mind which is not the spiritual point 
of view that I overlooked this point. 


SOME PEOPLE ARE ENCHANTED WITH THE TRUTH BUT NOT CHANGED By IT 








It should go without saying that the 
unsaved man is never going to get , 


_ anything that is ultimately good in 


this life any more than he is going to. 
get anything good out of his eternal 
existence. But I must split this up, 
and in order to get the full con- 
clusion, you will have to read the 
next editorial, ‘‘ Dust in the Mou: 


DUST IN THE MOUTH 


God has made spiritual laws as 
well as natural laws. Men recognize 
the natural laws because they have 
to, but they seek to avoid the spir- 
itual laws because they do not want 
them. There is such a thing as 
gravity, ..and the second law of 
thermodynamics, and all the other 
laws of physics and chemistry. There 
are contractors who would like to 
put bamboo foundations instead of 
steel and masonry, because they could 
profit more by it, and the only rea- 
son they pay for the more expensive 
materials is that otherwise their 
building would fall down before 
they could collect their fees. 

Just as certain as the law of 
gravity, the laws of tensile strength 
of materials, and the other material 
laws, are the spiritual laws which 
God has made. The way to up is 
down. That is a law. ‘‘ Whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted’? (Lk. 14:11). Man 
chooses his own way, but it is never 
going to give him what he thought 
he would get from it. That is a law. 
‘‘There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death’’ 
(Prov. 14: :12). Both man and the 
Devil are going to reach for things 
which are not in the will of God 
and are going to end up with a 
mouthful of dust. ‘‘Dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life’’ (Gen. 
3:14), was spoken by God to the 
serpent in the garden of Eden, and 
all who go the way of the serpent 
are going to eat the serpent’s food. 

I have pointed out at some length 
that the man who refuses the Lord 
Jesus Christ is on the road to ‘Hell, 
and that his philosophy—totally 
alien to the philosophy of the be- 
liever—is: Take what you can get 
while the getting’s good. God has 
put this into Scriptural terms, ‘‘Let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
die’’ (1 Cor. 15:32). 

But the divine law comes into 
the picture. The man may drink 
himself into forgetfulness for a 
night, but the hangover cometh with 















the morning. What a contrast with 
the Biblical principle for the Chris- 
tian, ‘‘Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing’? (Psa. 30:5).: 

How are we to think about the 
actions of the unsaved? Here are 
two men, the one is upright and 
virtuous. He has all the good quali- 
ties and the good habits, yet he re- 
fuses to accept Christ as his Saviour. 
His very goodness is a trap to him, 
and makes him think that he does 


not need a Saviour. Here is his- 


brother, who goes into deep sin, 
adopts every bad habit, and in the 
degradation of his misery is brought 
face to face with his need and re- 
ceives Christ as his Saviour. Can we 
not thank God for the misery which 
brought him to his senses? 

Yet here are two other men. The 
one, upright and honorable, comes 
to a knowledge of Christ as his 
Saviour, and leads a life that causes 
men to glorify the Father which is 
in Heaven. Here is another who 
sinks into degradation and lands on 
skid row, cursing Christ to the end. 

Are we not forced to recognize 
that the providences of God are 
totally beyond our fathoming, and 
that just as He is no respecter of 
persons, so He is no respecter of 
places or conditions of men. 

The true Christian will always 
be on the side of the Lord, and will 
pray that His will shall be done in 
every case. God forbid that any- 
one should interpret anything that 
we write as meaning for a moment 
that the path of sin should be made 
attractive or easy. It is a law that 
the man who goes the way of the 
serpent shall eat the serpent’s food. 
Virtuous or vicious, his only hope is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


NO FAILURES - 


I planned to take a vacation this 
summer, for the first time in several 
years, and it was suggested to me 
by a few friends that I conduct a 
small party on a trip to Europe. 
We outlined an itinerary, but soon 
I found that key groups which had 
planned to go could not make it this 
year, and the trip was canceled. 
About the time of the cancellation 
we planned the possible Bible Con- 
ference on the Great Lakes, and at 
the present writing we do not know 
whether there will be enough pas- 
sengers to take up our option and go 
through with this trip. A friend 
said to me, about the first of Janu- 
ary, when the Great Lakes trip was 





being planned, ‘‘ You had better put 
yourself into it fully, and get a full 
number, for it is not good to have 
your name associated with failures, 
and coming on top of the failure of 
the European trip it would have a 
very bad effect.’’ 

I made no answer for I was speech- 
less at the thought. A Christian who 
seeks to be yielded to the will of 
God knows no failures whatsoever 
in the realm of plans and events. He 
can know failures only in the realm 
of not living in the grace of God. 
Paul wrote to the Romans that he 
wanted to stop by and see them on 
his way to Spain (Rom. 1:13, 
15:24). Paul, of course, arrived in 
Rome as a prisoner, and stayed 
there till his death, never reaching 
Spain. Again, Paul wrote to the 
Philippians that he expected Nero 
to free him and that he might soon 
come to visit them (Phil. 1:19; 
2:24), As a matter of fact Nero 
ordered his head cut off, and he 
never saw them again. Can we say 
that Paul was associated with fail- 
ures because his plans failed? 

These verses teach us that, even 
though we are utterly surrendered 
to the Lord, we may start down a 
certain road, thinking that it is the 
Lord’s will for us to walk that way, 
and suddenly events occur in such 
a fashion that all our plans have to 
be changed. To the world it will 
seem that the ancient patriarch, 


Job, fell into disaster, but to Job and’ 


God it was triumph. To the world 
it may seem that Paul had his 
cherished plans fail, but Paul and 
God knew that they were walking 
together with great oneness. 

I know already that God has 
something more important for me 
to do than take a group of people 
to Europe in July. Success, for a 
believer in Christ, is to walk in the 
will of God, according to His ways. 
Failure, for such a one, is to follow 
self-will instead of being in the 
center of the will of the Lord. 
There is no other failure possible 
for the believer. 





Can there be any 
cellophane preservation 
from impurity in this age? 


READ Harold John Ockenga’s 
article entitled “The Church’s 
Standard of Moral Purity.” 


See June ETERNITY. 
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YOUNG LIFE 
It is wonderful to find a Chris- 
tian work that can be recommended 
without the slightest reservation 
for there are many works which 
must be described in terms that end 
with the word but .. . and some dots 
. representing suspended judg- 
ment, or serious reservations. 

Young Life Campaign, whose 
director is Jim Rayburn, is a work 
which I believe is not only totally 
sincere, but which is carried on with 
the highest spiritual and cultural 
methods and motives. I began to 
hear about this work in the course 
of my travels throughout the coun- 
try, and finally came to the day 
when I visited Star Ranch in 
Colorado and met Jim Rayburn in 
person. Almost immediately my 
heart cleaved unto his, and I knew 
that I- had found a man who thought 
in the same channels in which I try 
to think. The more I questioned him 
the more I found that he was aiming 
at the one important thing in 
Christian work, that his aims were 
to get emptied, remain emptied, and 
let the Lord do the filling and take 
all the glory. 

Such works are rare. Probably not 
everyone who is connected with 
such a work has advanced to all of 
the ideals and desires of the director, 
but I have weighed this work and 
find it more than good. 

I wanted to do something for 
Young Life Campaign. I also 
wanted ETERNITY readers to know 
about a ministry of this character. 
I told Jim that I wanted him to 
prepare a four-page picture-essay 
on his work. It is not an advertise- 
ment. I would be -reluctant to sell 
this much space to any work, but 
I am glad to give this space so that 
you may know that the Lord’s work 
is being done among high school 
young people today. 

Turn to this picture-story and 
read it, look at the pictures, and 
then pray for Jim Rayburn, for all 
the staffers of Young Life, and for 
the thousands of high school young- 
sters who are going to pass through 
his camps in the Rockies this sum- 
mer. Should you be led to send a 
gift for the work, I believe it would 
do as much for the Lord as though 
it had been sent to our own work 
and I cannot honestly say that for 
a lot of Christian works. Their ad- 
dress is—Young Life Campaign, 
P.O. Box 1519, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. My prayer is, May the 
Lord bless Young Life and Jim 
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The inscription which Pilate 
placed above Calvary’s cross is 
plain: ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews.’’ Little did Pilate realize, 
let alone intend, that the inscription 
which he placed on the cross should 
tell a far larger story. Pilate was un- 
wittingly prophetic when he said, 
‘“What I have written, I have 
‘ written.’’ Neither did Pilate realize 
that both man and God were writing 
a story in the few words of the in- 
seription. The story man published 
at the cross was to be indelible for 
time; the story God published at 
the cross was to be indelible for 
eternity. God, too, could say at the 
cross, ‘‘ What I have written, I have 
written.’’ The inscription had a di- 
vine as well as a human side. 

The cross was an act of God and 
an act of man. Peter’s sermon at 
Pentecost bears this out: ‘‘Him 
being delivered up by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God’’ (the divine work), ‘‘ye 
have taken and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain’’ (the 
human work). To understand Cal- 
vary, one must see that God the 
Father placed the Son upon the 
cross, as truly as from the human 
viewpoint man placed Him there. 

Pilate (and indeed the whole race 
represented by him) meant to de- 
grade the Holy One on the cross. 
Pilate’s inscription was subtle satire ; 
he thought he published an indict- 
ment of Christ by the world.. Rather, 
in the eternal purpose that inscrip- 
tion became the indictment of the 
race that nailed Him there. 

The inscription was written in 
the three prinicipal languages of 
that day, Greek, Hebrew, and Latin. 
The three-fold inscription witnessed 
to the universal rejection of the 
Son. Still, in the divine counsels, 
the three-fold inscription witnessed 
to the universal establishment of the 
Son by the Father. 
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What Is Written Is 


By DWIGHT SMALL 


PROPHET, PRIEST, .AND KING 

We commonly delineate the 
earthly work of Christ as Prophet, 
Priest, and King. We speak of these 
as His three offices. His prophetic, 
priestly, and kingly offices are dis- 
tinctly unfolded in the redemptive 
work, On man’s part the very in- 
scription witnesses to His rejection 
as Prophet, Priest, and King. On 
God’s part it witnesses to His estab- 
lishment as Prophet, - Priest, and 
King. 

The three languages of the in- 
scription depict the major world 
influences present at the cross. The 
Greek language suggests Athens, 
world center of philosophy and cul- 
ture at that time. The Hebrew sug- 
gests Jerusalem, world center of reli- 
gion. The Latin suggests Rome, the 
world center of military might and 
authority. The cross is adequately 
viewed when Christ is seen as cru- 
cified by the philosophy and culture 
of the world, the religion of the 
world, the military might and the 
governmental authority of the 
world. 

Philosophy and culture crucified 
Christ the Prophet. Religion cruci- 
fied Christ the Priest. Military might 
and governmental authority cruci- 
fied Christ the King. The Prophet 
was silenced; the Priest was de- 
stroyed ; the King was rejected. The 
ignorance of Athens, the irreligion 
of Jerusalem, and the independence 
of Rome—these three joined hands 
to erect the cross. This represents 
man’s work at the cross. 

In all of this, faith leaps for joy 
as it sees God also doing a work at 
the cross. The silenced Prophet be- 
came in fact His own supreme 
message. The destroyed Priest be- 
came in fact the atoning sacrifice. 
The rejected King was in actuality 
participating in His coronation.. 


CHRIST THE PROPHET 
A prophet is God’s representative 
to man, even as a priest is man’s 
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Written 


representative to God. Centuries be- 
fore the incarnation of the eternal 
Son, God said to Moses, ‘‘I will raise 
them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren like unto thee and will put 
my words in his mouth and he shall. 
speak unto them all that I shail 
command him, and it shall come to 
pass that whosoever will not hearken 
unto my words which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of 
him.’’ 

In the fullness of time Jesus came 
and He said, ‘‘The words that I 
speak, I speak not of myself; they 
are the words of the Father.’’ Of 
Jesus it was reported, ‘‘No man ever 
spake as this man.’’ The comment 
was frequent. ‘‘For He taught them 
as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes.’’ On one of the three 
occasions when God the Father at- 
tested the person of the Son, He 
said, ‘‘This is my beloved Son; hear 
ye Him.’’ The Prophet prophesied 
His own establishment through 
death when He said, ‘‘Behold we 
go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 
man shall be betrayed unto the chief 
priests. and unto the scribes, and 
they shall condemn him to death, 
and shall deliver him to the Gentiles 
to mock and to scourge and to 
crucify him; and the third day he 
shall rise again.’’ . 

We have already marked that at 
the cross the philosophy and cul- 
ture of the world silenced Christ 
the Prophet. It is written, ‘‘the 
Greeks seek after wisdom,’’ but 
worldly wisdom did not recognize in 
Him the One-‘‘in whom is hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge.’’ But it was there that God 
established His Prophet. The Lord 
Jesus Christ fulfilled every proph- 
ecy concerning the Redeemer and, 
as the Crucified One, became God’s 
proclamation of pardon for sinners. 
Christ crucified is God’s last word 
to a sinning world. The Prophet’s 
greatest word was an act: His great- 


' SOME PEOPLE WAIT FOR GREAT OCCASIONS TO WITNESS; OTHERS MAKE LITTLE OCCASIONS GREAT 9 
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est message, His cross; The philoso- 
phy and culture of the world did 
not silence the Prophet; they sealed 
the prophecy! What is written is 
written. 

CHRIST THE PRIEST 

Christ the Priest is manifested at 
the cross in a two-fold work. The 
priest is man’s representative to 
God. Scripture lays down four 
major conditions pertaining to our 
High Priest. 

First, He must be like His 
brethren. Hebrews 2 declares this 
condition to be fulfilled in Jesus. 
“Since. then the children are 
sharers in flesh and blood, He also 
Himself in like manner partook of 
the same, that through death He 
might bring to nought him that had 
the power of death, that is the 
devil; and might deliver all them 
who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage .. . 
Wherefore it behooved Him im all 
things to be made like unto His 
brethren, that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the 
people.’’ Thus Jesus fulfilled the 
first condition by His incarnation 
into human form. 

The second condition is that our 
High Priest should suffer our temp- 
tations. ‘‘For we have not an high 
priest that cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, but 
one that hath been in all points 
tempted like as we are yet without 
sin. For in that He Himself hath 
suffered being tempted, He is able to 
succor them that are tempted’’ 
(Heb. 4:15). 

The third condition is that our 
High Priest shall be sinless. He was 
the lamb without blemish slain for 
sinners, witnessed to in His sinless- 
ness by the Father and by both 
friend and foe. 

The fourth condition is that our 
High Priest shall mediate the cove- 
nant of redemption with His own 
blood. The Lord Jesus Christ was 
both the sacrifice and Priest. John 
the Baptist truly said, ‘‘Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world.’’ Jesus the sacri- 
fice also functioned as the Priest 
when on the cross He said, ‘‘Father 
into Thy hands I commend my 
spiri ” 





Mr. Small is the minister of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, San Jose, California. 
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Another priestly work is that of 
intercession. It was prophesied in 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah that 
Messiah the Saviour would make 
intercession for the transgressors. 
Thus it was that Jesus prayed, 
‘‘Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.’’ The book 
of Hebrews refers to the Lord Jesus 
Christ five times as Priest, twelve 
times as our High Priest. 

Christendom at large, while ac- 
cepting the death of Christ as a 
virtuous thing, as a magnificent 
moral influence, does not recognize 
the priestly function, Christ dying 
for the sins off the world, the judg- 
ment-death of a divine substitute. 

At the cross the religion of the 
world destroyed Christ the Priest, 
but God the Father received that 
sacrifice as the atonement for sin, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ was for- 
ever established our High Priest 
unto God. What is writtem is writ- 
ten! 

CHRIST THE KING 

The kingly work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the result of His prophetic 
and His priestly work. As the Be- 
loved of the Father and as the 
Saviour of fallen man, He is right- 
fully King. Jesus plainly declared, 
‘*My kingdom is not of this world,’’ 
yet He was given an earthly diadem, 
a crown of thorns. They said, ‘‘We 
will not have this man to reign over 
us.’’ But their taunts have- become 
confessions : they only lifted the veil 
from off His majesty. - 

At the cross the military might 
and governmental authority of the 
world rejected Christ the King, but 
“od the Father marked out Calvary 
as Wis coronation. There Christ 
purchased His kingdom with His 
own viood. There He defeated Satan 
the usurper, overthrowing his power 
and destroying his works. He an- 
nulled the claims of the law, liber- 
ating men from the bondage that 
enslaved them. He is now preparing 
a redeemed people to reign with 
Him. Soon He will return. Then, as 
the Revelation tells us, ‘‘the king- 
doms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of the Lord.’’ Though the 
might and authority of the world 
rejected Christ the King, the cross 
was His coronation. What is written 
is written ! 

HIS THREE-FOLD OFFICE 

As suggested. by the Greek in- 
scription, the ignorance of the 
world’s philosophy silenced Christ 











the Prophet, yet the cross stands as 
God’s final message to a sinning 
race, the greatest prophecy, the 
proclamation of pardon for sinners. 
As suggested by the Hebrew inscrip- 
tion, the irreligion of the world’s 
religion destroyed Christ the Priest, 
yet the cross shows forth our High 
Priest, who was Himself also the 
atoning sacrifice. As suggested by 
the Latin inscription, the indepen- 
dence of the might and authority of 
the world rejected Christ the King, 
yet the cross was His coronation, 
and the exalted Christ of God shall 
one day wield the scepter among 
men. 

As concerns God’s chosen people, 
Israel silenced her Prophet and has 
had none since. For four-hundred 
years before Him, and nineteen-hun- 
dred years following, no prophet’s 
voice has been heard in Israel. Israel 
destroyed her Priest and has had 
none since. Rabbis are not priests, - 
and there is no sacrifice. Israel re- 
jected her King and has had no 
land, no central government and no 
monarch since. The present regath- 
ering is heralding the event of the 
King’s return. 

One further consideration is 
needful. The cross brings to light 
the exceeding sinfulness of man, and 
the amazing grace of God. It re- 
veals man’s worst and God’s best. 
It makes plain the utter hopeless- 
ness of man and the causeless, 
measureless love of God. It demon- 
strates the willful rebellion of man 
and the willing redemption of 
Christ. See this unfolded in relation 
to the three-fold office of Christ. 

Sin results in darkened intelli- 
gence, degraded emotion, and deteri- 
orated will. Darkened. intelligence 
does not hear the voice of Christ the 
Prophet. Degraded emotion does not 
respond to the love of God in the 
suffering and the atoning death of 
Christ the Priest. Deteriorated will 
does not subject itself to the rule 
of Christ the King. 

Paul prayed, ‘‘God forbid that 
I should glory save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.’’ Paul was crucified 
to the things that crucified his Sav- 
iour. Like Paul we must be crucified 
to the philosophy and culture of the 
world, to the religion of the world, 
and to the might and authority of 
the world. He must reign supreme 
in every area of our lives. 


THe END 
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By WALLY HOWARD 


Young Life Applies 
Missionary Techniques 
to Our Neediest Field 


HEN the high school student 

body president in a western 

city publicly acknowledged 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour 
this winter, it marked the fifth time 
in six years that an out-and-out 
Christian has held that coveted posi- 
tion. 

Seven years ago a Christian stud- 
ent body president was unheard of in 
that city. Instead, the school leaders 
were a rowdy gang who called them- 
selves, quite proudly, the Shady 
Seven. Church attendance among 
teenagers was embarrassingly low. 
Students with a testimony for Christ 
were scarcely to be found. 

And then an unusual thing hap- 
pened, unusual for an American 
city. It was the sort of thing that 
happens repeatedly in Africa, in In- 
dia, or in South America, but rarely 
happens in America. A missionary 
moved to town. Jim Rayburn, direc- 
tor of Young Life Campaign, a mis- 
sion to America’s teenagers, moved 
in and began in a deliberate and 
careful way to seek out the school 
leaders. He put them on his prayer 
list, cultivated their friendship, and 
then after some weeks suggested the 
idea of a club—a Young Life Club— 
for all the crowd at high school. 


May 1952 


Young Life technique has four phases. First: CONTACT. Since four out of 
five teenagers never attend church, Young Life leaders go where they are; 
spend hours cultivating the friendship of kids who need to hear the Gospel. 











Second step: CLUBS. Young Life Clubs are friendly, informal gatherings 
where, without benefit of games or refreshments, leaders (like Ed Wichern 
of Memphis, Tenn., above) attract consistently large groups of young people 
with a program made up of Gospel singing, prayer, and a Bible message. For 
hundreds of these teenagers this is their first touch with a winsome and 


virile presentation of the Gospel. The contagion of their enthusiasm and 
interest can be sensed in the picture below of a Seattle, Washington, club. 


The club began with the Shady 
Seven and their dates but quickly 
attracted dozens of others. Kids who 
seorned church, who were ‘‘thumbs 
down’’ on anything ‘‘religious,’’ 
were frankly amazed at the friend- 
liness of the leader, at the informal- 
ity of the meetings, and at the attrac- 
tive, down-to-earth presentation of 
the Gospel. When Jim spoke about 
what life was all about, and of the 
Saviour who died on the cross, it - 
made sense. 

Attendance grew to 50, then 100, 
then 200, and now in its seventh year 
has pushed past the 300 mark week 
after week: The first boy to stand 
out for Christ, six years ago, was 
elected president of the student 
body. And for the three years that 
followéd “an outstanding Christian 
witness, won to Christ in Young Life 


_ Club, held that office. 


Meanwhile all across the nation 
other Young Life leaders, fulltime 
missionaries, were capitalizing on the 
methods that made Jim Rayburn suc- 
cessful and were learning that the 
teenage years are the greatest field 
for recruiting, even though the Gos- 
pel customarily makes the least im- 
pact at that age level. Young Life 
Clubs began to spring up here and 
there from coast to coast wherever 
virile, trained leadership was avail- 
able. 

Young Life Campaign, now eleven 
years old, is considered by many 
evangelical leaders to be the most 
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significant movement on the Ameri- 
can horizon, not so much for its size 
(its 52 paid workers labor in 16 
states at present), as for the vision 
and quality of its missionary effort. 


It offers to the Church a new ap- 
proach to the age-old problem of 
reaching millions of maturing young 
people with the Gospel. On this task 
it brings to bear some. neglected 
Biblical injunctions that make the 
approach seem startlingly fresh and 
new, and as a result hundreds of out- 
standing young men and women 
age being won to Christ who were 
opposed to the Church short months 
before. Such apostolic orders as 
‘“Walk in wisdom toward them that 
are without,’’ and ‘‘The servant of 
the Lord must not strive, but be 
gentle unto all men,’’ which have 
not always characterized Fundamen- 
talism’s approach to the lost, have 
been translated into specific practices 
that make Young Life’s effort win- 
some and appealing. 


The uniqueness of Young Life’s 
ministry impresses an onlooker from 
at least five different aspects. 


First, Young Life leaders ‘‘win 
their right to be heard.’’ By patient 
and persistent friendliness they over- 
come the barriers of prejudice and 
resentment that keep many from 
giving the Gospel a fair hearing. 
In contrast to hit-and-run evangel- 
ism Young Life leaders carefully 
cultivate friendships, though it may 
take months and even years in some 
cases. In this respect their work com- 
pares with the finest examples of 
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Third step: CAMPS. At Star Ranch and Frontier Ranch, high in the Colo- 
rado Rockies, Young Life conducts a year-round camping program. 1800 
teenagers came from 40 states during last summer’s season, weekend ski 
camps proving popular through winter with teenagers in reach of ranches. 


pioneer missionary work on foreign 
fields. 

Second, Young Life makes a de- 
liberate effort to reach ‘‘key kids,”’ 
students who have influence, so that 
through them they can reach as large, 
a segment of the student body as 
possible. Young Life Clubs are not 
‘*Bible Clubs’’ in the usual pattern 
(though Bible study groups are held 
for Christians), but are informal 
Gospel meetings that attract great 
numbers of the unchurched, not with 
games or refreshments, but with the 
Gospel itself. ‘‘It’s a sin,’” Rayburn 
comments, ‘‘to bore a kid with the 
Gospel.’”’ 


Third, Young Life sets high stand- 
ards of excellence for its program. 
The Lord has enabled this movement 
to acquire in Colorado three ranches 
which are unexcelled in beauty and 
appointment,—Star Ranch, at Col- 
orado Springs, which serves as na- 
tional headquarters, Silver Cliff 
Ranch. now set ‘aside for adults, and 
fabulous Frontier Ranch, considered 
by many to be the best camping ‘ 
facility in America. Young Life’s 
monthly picture magazine maintains 
the same high standard and is the 
only magazine of its kind for teen- 
agers. 

Fourth, Young Life insists on 
careful selection and training of its 
leadership. Most leaders today are 
seminary graduates, and the slowness 
of Young Life’s growth accentuates 
the emphasis on specialized, qualified 
leadership. To augment the work of 
the staff volunteer leaders are en- 
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Fourth step: CARRYING THROUGH. Careful instruction, both of converts 
and potential leaders, characterizes Young Life as it seeks to build up a band 
of seme young Christians to carry the Gospel to the unreached at home 
and ab . Above, Jim Rayburn talks to college graduates who are training 


for positions on the staff, while below individual attention is given in Bible 
study, and a convert, one of scores of Young Lifers now attending Christian 
schools to prepare for Christian service, gives his own personal testimony. 


listed at Christian colleges, Bible 
schools, and seminaries where they 
are trained and carefully supervised. 
Each summer Young Life invites a 
selected list of potential leaders to 
Frontier Ranch for ten days of fur- 
ther study in its methods. 

And this year a Graduate Train- 
ing Program has been instituted, 
permitting college graduates to en- 
roll in a year’s study and practical 
work as preparation for entry to the 
staff, 

Fifth, and most diffieult to de- 
seribe is Young Life’s attitude to- 
ward the lost. Young Life leaders 
feel that their responsibility does not 
end until every teenager has heard 
the message and heard it correctly, 
and are willing to put up with rebuff 
and rowdiness in order to win an 
opportunity to explain the incom- 
parable message of the Saviour. The 
kids who attend Young Life Clubs 
and camps know that they will not 
be high-pressured. Their right to de- 
cide for themselves is respected. 

Leaders know that in most eases it 
is ignorance and misinformation that 
keeps young people from Christ, and 
so instead of harping on their bad 
habits, they present the facts con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ and 
trust the’ Holy Spirit to open deaf 
ears as ‘they urge the truth on their 
young hearers. 

Young Life meets the opposition 
that one would expect to receive 
from modernistic ministers and hide- 
bound denominationalists. But its 
activity consistently strengthens 
Bible-centered churches and serves 
as an arm of the Church to reach out 
for new recruits. As a result, hun- 
dreds of young people have joined 
churches, or renewed their. effort to 
serve God in their home church, or 
enrolled at a Christian college to 
prepare for a place in the Lord’s 
work. Of this group many are po- 
tential missionaries. The Lord has 
greatly uséd America to spread the 
Gospel, and it seems now that only 
in our country lies the answer to the 
problém of ‘‘too few missionaries.”’ 

Christians in America, even in 
areas not touched by Young Life, are 
becoming conscious of its impact on 
young America. By the hundreds 
they write to Jim Rayburn asking 
for a leaderein their town. To make 
such growth possible demands wider 
support than at present. But Young 
Lifers believe that God will enable 
them to expand at the right speed, 
and that there are thousands of 
Christians who will welcome the news 
of such a movement and rally to its 
support with prayer and financial 
help. 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


MUTILATION OF EVIDENCE 

It is known that Christian Scien- 
tists in-many parts of the country 
have stolen books that are adverse 
to Mrs. Eddy out of public libraries 
and that other. books have been 
mutilated with pages torn out con- 
taining evidence against the woman 
who allegedly founded Christian 
Science. There have been cases of 
the stealing of Blanshard’s book 
against the Roman Catholic Church. 


RUSSIAN TOURISTS 

The French are very annoyed by 
the fact that the Soviet delegation 
to the United Nations meeting in 
Paris consists of 410 persons, many 
of whom spend their time motoring 
through France, especially around 
all strategic locations, and places 
with military installations. There is 
nothing they can do about it, for 
they, like us, are committed to free- 
dom, and it is permissible for any- 
one to drive at will through the 
nation. But it does show the true 
nature of the Communists and their 
preparation for an attack on the 
West. 


WESTERN EUROPEAN UNITY 

Peace, peace when there is no 
peace. This is what men will cry, 
the Lord has told us. The Bundestag 
of Germany recently followed the 
lead of Chancellor Konrad Ade- 
nauer, and voted the Schuman Plan, 
which commits Germany to semi- 
union with Western Europe until 
the year 2001. By mere chance, I 
happened to read Time’s report of 
this, headed ‘‘ Until the Year 2001,’’ 
within a few minutes of the time 
when I had read a chapter in 
Churchill’s memoirs, describing the 
joy they all felt in 1941 when a 
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PSALM 103:19 


twenty-year peace treaty was signed 
with Russia. Note the dates. The 
twenty-year treaty did not last ten’ 
years, How long will the fifty-year 
pact last? Will Russia give it even 
half the fifty years hoped for? 

The treaty is very significant, 
however, in view of all the Bible 
prophecies concerning the recon- 
struction of the former Roman 
Empire. Western Europe is to come 
to a unity in the future, and the 
Schuman Plan is undoubtedly a 
great step in that direction. 


CHURCH OR STATE? 

Paul Blanshard, author of two 
recent volumes on the Roman Catho- 
lie question, said recently that a final 
answer should be given to the ques- 
tion, Is the Roman Catholic organi- 
zation a church or a state? If it is 
a church, then we might just as well 
send ambassadors to the other 
churches of the world. If, on the 
other hand, Rome is a state, then 
its cardinals and bishops should be 
recognized, as agents of a foreign 
power and treated accordingly. 


PRESSURE IN HUNGARY 

Communist pressure in Hungary 
has been tightened by the addition 
of hundreds of new censors. It is 
now impossible to mail a letter 
abroad unless the letter is brought 
by the writer to the post office, and 
is presented, open, together with the 
identification of the sender. 

No citizen is permitted to travel 
more than 18 miles from his regis- 
tered place of residence, without a 
special pass. Such passes state the 
traveler’s reliability, and the reason 
for and exact routing of his journey. 
A new pass must be procured for 
each journey. No person can go 
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within 18 miles of the frontier with- 
out a very special pass, and the final 
six miles have been cleared of almost 
all population. Any of the very 
tough policemen controlling ‘this 
belt receive a very large reward for 
the arrest of any person traveling ~ 
in this belt around the frontier of 
Hungary. 

In the city of Budapest a new 
police regulation establishes that 
every room and every apartment in 
blocks ‘of flats must have two keys. 
One is held by the occupier and the 
other is deposited with the Com- 
munist representative in the build- 
ing. No bolts may be put on the 
doors. The Communist representa- 
tive thus has immediate access at 
all times to any room in the city. 


HOW LONG? 

Senator Charles W. Tobey, of New 
Hampshire, in his recent book, ‘‘The 
Return to Morality,’’ points out the 
well-known historical fact that no 
nation has ever survived domestic 
corruption and graft. If the trend 
continues, therefore, it will be im- 
possible for the United States to 
survive. 

Beyond any question the United 
States is the most corrupt nation on 
earth today, especially: since China 
has become Communistic, bringing 


‘with it the public morality that is 


enforced by the firing squad. Sena- 
tor Tobey writes: ‘‘Ideals of Chris- 
tian living, so essential to the 
traditions of our forefathers, are 
laughed at as pious and hypocritical. 
Even colleges—charged with mold- 
ing the characters of our young men 
and women—make a farce of ama- 
teur. sports and corrupt the entire 


(Continued on page 35) 
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The Present Spiritual 








By T. STANLEY SOLTAU 


With the many reports of great 
revivals going on in Japan and the 
accounts of the open-mindedness of 
the people, many in this country 
have come to form opinions of the 
situation there which are far from 
correct. My recent visit there opened 
my eyes to the very great serious- 
ness of the present situation. After 
the defeat of the Empire and the 
declaration of the Emperor that he 
was in no sense divine, there was 
formed a sort of spiritual vacuum 
and the Japanese people were dazed 
with the sudden and unexpected 
turn of events and were wondering 
in which direction they should turn. 
It was a tremendous opportunity for 
the presentation of the Gospel while 
it lasted and much was accomplished. 





After listening to the flowing reports 
of the immense audiences who came 
to listen to speakers from America, 
and the immense numbers of Testa- 
ments that were being distributed, 
I asked one of my friends in Tokyo, 
‘*Where are all these new converts ?’’ 
He told me in reply that he had 
been unable to find them; that he 
had visited many of the churches 
in Tokyo and that he knew that in 
not one chureh where the real Gospel 
is preached in that great city did 
the morning congregation exceed 
250. The upraised hands in response 
to addresses and appeals by Ameri- 
can speakers does not mean a real 
change of heart and life on many 
oceasions, as I know from my own 
experience, and it is too easy to fail 


Festive day at a Shinto shrine near Nara 


CHRISTIANITY IS NOT A MATTER OF RACE, BUT GRACE 
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to understand Oriental psychology 
and the reactions of the people‘ to 
our Western methods. 


SHINTO IN JAPAN 


Since the beginning of Japanese 
history the Shinto shrines and Shin- 
toism have been an integral part in 
the government of the people. The 
two oldest books in Japanese litera- 
ture are the so-called sacred scrip- 
tures of Shinto. They are known 
as the Nohongi and the Kojiki and 
were the first books. written after 
the introduction of the Chinese ideo- 
graphs into Japan. Before that 
Japan had no writing and no litera- 
ture. These books, which date back 
to about 700 A.D., contain what pur- 
ports to be the history of the im- 
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Crisis in Japan 











perial household of Japan from its 
beginnings. 

According to the myth, the sun- 
goddess, Amaterasu-o-mi-kami, de- 
scended to the islands of the gods 
(Japan), and gave birth to Jimmu 
Tenno, the first Emperor of Japan. 
The present emperor, according to 
the same myth, is a_ direct lineal 
descendant of Jimmu Tenno and 
therefore in his veins runs blood 
which sets him apart from all other 
human beings. The contents of these 
books are so fearfully immoral that 
in order to save the feelings of his 
readers when the books were trans- 
lated into English, the author used 
the Latin language in which to write 
those passages which would other- 
wise have been unprintable! Shin- 
toism is a sort of ancestor worship 
and from the beginning has been 
the religious background for the in- 
tense national feeling and patriotism 
for which Japan has been famed. 

After the entrance of Buddhism 
into Japan that religion gained great 
prestige and for several centuries 
challenged Shinto as the national 
religion and for somé time was ac- 
tually in first place, but in more 
recent times Shinto has once more 
gained the ascendancy. Amaterasu- 
o-mi-kami, the sun goddess, has al- 
ways been the patron saint of the 
Japanese armies and prayers to her 
have long been considered the secret 
of their invincibility until the last 
war, when for the first time in their 
history the foot of a foreign invader 
was set on the islands. The Imperial 
Shrine at Ise is the holy of holies 
of the national cult and it has been 
customary for all important events, 
both national: and in the imperial 
household, to be reported there to 
the spirits of. the imperial ancestors. 
Special representatives of the Em- 
peror and the cabinet constantiy 





Dr. Soltau, for many years a missionary in 
Korea, recently returned to his church in Mem- 
phis, Tenn., after a visit to Japdn and Korea. 


‘ 
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The interior of a Shinto shrine 


with shelves full of idols 


made pilgrimages there to offer 
thanks and to report on the progress 
of the Empire. 

In the great military shrine in 
Tokyo, known as the Yasukuni 
shrine, are enshrined the spirits of 
every Japanese subject who has laid 
down his or her life for the Empire. 
The enshrining ceremonies were very 
imposing, being attended by repre- 
sentatives of the imperial house- 
hold, of the Army and Navy, and 
members of each of the bereaved 
families, who at the close were as- 
sured that the spirits of their loved 
ones were now in the Shinto heaven; 
and they were invited to offer to 
them symbolic gifts and to worship 
them. 

In preparation for the last great 
War for the Imperial Expansion 
Program, it was the decision of the 
army chiefs that only as the nation 
and empire were united around the 
Shinto shrine would the necessary 
blood and treasure be forthcoming 
and would the people be able to stand 
the heroic test. It was on that ac- 
count that the Shinto-shrine ques- 
tion arose in Korea with such in- 
tense repercussions, which resulted 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO KEEP SOULS OUT OF HELL? 


in the closing of some of the mission 
schools and the arrest, imprisonment, 
and torture of tens of thousands of 
Korean Christians whose consciences 
would not allow them to take part 
in the idolatrous ceremonies. 
THE JAPANESE MIND 

It has often been a puzzling ex- 
perience to talk to Japanese on the 
subject of Shinto and its meaning. 
Their minds, as it has often been 
remarked, seem to be divided into 
water-tight compartments so that the 
same official, having assured you that 
there is no religious significance in 
these age-old ceremonies before the 
shrines, in almost the next breath 
will tell you with deep earnestness 
that the worship of the imperial an- 
cestors has always been the basis of 
moral virtue of the Japanesé Empire. 
It is, partly at least, because of this 
fact that so many of the Japanese 
Christians were perfectly willing to 
give in when they were ordered to 
take part in the ceremonies and did 
so without apparently any twinge of 
conscience. As missionaries were so 
often reminded when discussing this 
problem with Japanese officials, the 

(Continued on page 38) 












BALANCE IN ACTION. 
ROMANS 12:9 

Let your love be utterly sincere. 
Turn with loathing from the evil. 
Cleave to the good. 

The verse is full of vigorous 
words. Love, says the first precept, 
must be free from* hypocrisy. The 
word used occurs again at 1 Corin- 
thians 6:6, and 1 Timothy 1:5, and 
the latter verse especially is a good 
commentary. The two succeeding 
precepts are intended to be taken 
closely with the first. True Chris- 
tian love depends on a true appre- 
ciation of spiritual values. In *‘utter 
sincerity,’’ it neither condones evil 
nor overlooks good. And note how 
Paul illustrates the doctrine of 
verse 3. There are extremes to be 
avoided. To ‘‘turn with loathing 
from eyvil’’ without ‘‘cleaving to the 
good’’ produces the Pharisee, hard, 
self-righteous, censorious. To reverse 
the process produces the sentiment- 
alist, soft, emotional, indulgent. 
Follow sophrosune. The Lord, again, 
is the illustration. His perfection 
haunts the chapter. And as Denney 
says, ‘‘Love is not a principle of 
mutual indulgence . . . like Christ 
who is the only perfect example of 
love, it has always something in- 
exorable aboyt it. HE never con- 
doned evil.’’ ‘ 


CHRISTIAN SOCIETY. 


VERSE TEN. 

In brotherly love be tender and 
affectionate. In honor let each con- 
sider the other superior to himself. 
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Professor of Classics, Auckland Uni 


The word we have translated, 
‘‘tender and affectionate,’’ is not a 
common one. It always. refers to 


family affection, and appropriately - 


accompanies ‘‘brotherly love.’’ The 
second half of the verse presents a 
problem. As one editor remarks, it 
is a case of choosing between a con- 
struction difficult to parallel in 
grammar (‘‘giving each other a lead 
in bestowing honor’’), and a mean- 
ing for the verb which is without 
illustration elsewhere, - but which 
would give the sense of the render- 
ing above. The precept thus trans- 
lated is, however, good Pauline 
thought (e.g. Phil. 2:3), and the 
fact seems decisive. In cases of 
doubtful meaning it is always sound 
practice to take the normal line of 
a writer’s thought into account. 

The ‘‘honor’’ here mentioned re- 
lates to the respect paid to each 
other by the members of a culti- 
vated society (See ch. 13:7). The 
two precepts therefore balance each 
other. Brotherly affection is not in- 
tended to produce a deadening 
equalitarianism in which rank is un- 
recognized, and worth unhonored. 
Let the members of a Christian com- 
munity love each his brother, and 
station will receive its due and 
proper recognition. Rank, in such a 
society, breeds no self-esteem, and 
lack of station producés no servility. 
The eagerness of each man to recog- 
nize another’s worth is a more sure 
road to communal happiness than 
a plebian jealousy of all that over- 
tops the mass. Soph: osune has again 
its proper place. 


HOLINESS IS NOT CONTAGIOUS, BUT SIN IS 
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TWO CHAPTERS OF ST. PAUL 
1 CORINTHIANS 13, ROMANS 12 


THE WAY OF EXCELLENCE 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 
ity College, New Zealand 





HARNESSED POWER. 
VERSE ELEVEN. 

Do not be sluggish in your zeal. 
Be fervent in spirit. Serve the Lord. 

Speaking of the third command 
in this group of three, the Expost- 
tors’ Greek Testament says: ‘‘We 
can point to no special connection 
for this clause.’’ The second and 
third commands surely condition 
and direct the first, bringing out the 
power and purpose of the exhorta- 
tion. To proceed, then, to detail. 
There is no justification for the A.V. 
rendering, ‘‘not slothful in busi- 
ness.’ The word concerned occurs 
twelve times in the New Testament, 
and is rendered in the A.V. in seven 
different ways, covering a range of 
expression from ‘‘haste’’ to ‘‘dili- 
gence.’’ It conveys the idea of 
Christian earnestness. In its exer- 
cise we must be awake and eager. 
At this point the two participial 
phrases which we have translated 
as commands become relevant. To 


‘ maintain an attitude of alert Chris- 


tianity we must be warm. in spirit, 
and such warmth should issue in 
service. ‘‘Boiling in spirit, serving 
the Lord,’’ the phrases run literally. 
Heat of spirit so easily evaporates 
in uselessness. Paul’s practical mind 
has no use for unharnessed power. 
The ‘‘fervent in spirit’’ are too 
often the noisy and. the useless. 
Apollos is the model. In Acts 18 :25 
we read that this Greek Jew, ‘‘being 
fervent in spirit, spake and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord.’’ 
In the light of this parallel the 
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alternative translation, ‘‘fervent in 
the Holy Spirit,’’ has been rejected 
in the version chosen above. There 
is an alternative reading which 
merits a moment’s consideration. A 
slight change would give a text 
meaning ‘‘serving the opportunity.’’ 
It is the thought of Galatians 6:10, 
and Ephesians 5:16. The balance of 
MS authority is, however, against 
this reading. Let us therefore emu- 
late Apollos. 


SANE OPTIMISM. 
VERSE TWELVE. 

Rejoice in hope. Be patient in 
tribulation. Continue steadfast in 
prayer. 

Grammatically the three members 
of this group are participial: expres- 
sions. .The mood of exhortation, 
however, justifies the rendering 
given. Ethically the commands hang 
together. Paul was no _ pessimist. 
Hope receives his blessing. In times 


of stress and trial-such an attitude - 


makes for patience. Patience issues 
in firm and steadfast prayer. Paul’s 
practical mind is again apparent. 
His Christian optimism is no ostrich- 
like blindness to fact. The dark and 
bitter side of life is to be fairly 
faced, and from its tasting the les- 
sons of continuing prayer and the 
discipline of waiting for the unfold- 
ing of wisdom’s plan are to be 
learned. 


BALANCED HOSPITALITY. 
VERSE THIRTEEN. 


Be partne’s in the needs of fel- 
low-Christians. Follow hospitality 
to all. 

The text has been translated a 
trifle freely to bring out the balance 
between the two exhortations. Paul 
begs his Roman Christians to bear 
the burden of each other’s need— 
and some of them, let us remember, 
were ‘‘slaves in Caesar’s house- 
hold.’’ His sensitive mind, never- 
the’ess, can see the danger which 
lurks behind his words. There are 
extremes which. a finely-balanced 
personality avoids. He begs his 
readers to act*like partners in the 
wants of the Church community. 
On the other hand he desires no 
‘*elosed shop,’’ if a term of militant 


unionism may be borrowed. He. 


therefore follows one precept with 
another, which balances and cor- 
rects it. The Greek for ‘‘hospital- 
ity’’ is ‘‘love for strangers,’’ and 
his last words in this verse read 
literally. ‘*following after love for 
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strangers.’’ We entertain our 
friends with pleasure. They reward 
us in return. We give to the needs 
of those we love, or those who share 
our pursuits and our convictions, 
and knit closer in the process the 
fellowship of faith. Such closing of 
the ranks can appear forbidding to 
those outside. The corrective is open 
hospitality to the world at large. It 
is more difficult to ‘‘love strangers,’’ 
and there may be less hope of return, 
but along that way lies dynamic 
Christianity. Paul’s verb, moreover, 
implies an active searching for op- 
portunity in this matter of universal 
friendliness. It is the verb trans- 
lated ‘‘follow after’’ in 9:30 and 
31, in 14:19, in 1 Corinthians 14:1, 
in 1 Thessalonians 5:15 and else- 
where. 


AN ACID TEST. 
VERSES FOURTEEN and 
FIFTEEN. 

Bless your persecutors—do not 
curse them. Rejoice with those that 
rejoice, and weep with those that 
weep. 

The attitude of the Lord is the 
illustration most apt for these 
verses. Read Luke 6:28, and the 
story of the trial and crucifixion. 
Read the eleventh chapter of John’s 
Gospel. Remember then that these 
words were written for those who 
met in Hermes’ house outside Ronie, 
$s aves and paupers as well as rich 
men. Verse 14 stands grimly alone, 
a command expressed positively and 
negatively. It must have been diffi- 
evlt to obey, as weary feet. tramped 
for the ten thousandth time round 
the capstan-like stone mills in 
Caesar’s bake-houses. Verse 15 is 
the fami‘iar balance we have learned 
to expect in this chapter. To laugh 
with the gay is easy. To weep in 
trve fellowship with the distressed 
is beyond the sincerity of most of 
us. 

Laugh and the world laughs with you, 
Weep and you weep alone, e 
turns the common cynicism, and it 
is true enovgh to life. Tenderness 
of spirit is a Christ-\ike virtue none 
the less. 


LIKE-MINDEDNESS. 
VERSE SIXTEEN. 

Cultivate a mutual unde*stand- 
ing. Do not scheme for high posi- 
tion. Associate with the humble. 

As usual the second and third 
precepts illustrate the first. Wand 
renders the first. ‘‘Try to share in 
the common thoughts and aspira- 





tions of the rest.’’ Paul is pleading 
for that ‘‘like-mindedness’’ to which 
he refers more than once in the. 
Philippian epistle: Understanding 
for another’s point of view, identity . 
of essential aims, sympathy for an- 
other’s training and tradition,- all 
these are ingredients of social peace. 
Sch peace is wrecked when per- 
sonal ambition and place-seeking 
intrude. ‘‘Like-mindedness’’ is de- 
stroyed by ‘‘high-mindedness.’’ Lit- 
erally translated the phrase runs, 
‘‘not thinking lofty thoughts,’’ and 
Pavl is using the adjective in a bad 
sense, and repeating in another 
form the direction of verse 3. 


THE PRACTICE OF GOOD. 
VERSE SEVENTEEN. 

Avoid conceit. Return no man evil 
for evil. Practice good before all 
you fellow-men. 

Perhaps the first precept should 
be grouped with verse 16 to rein- 
force the attack on pride. There is 
nothing against which the New 
Testament is more uncompromising 
in its opposition than human self- 
esteem. And reasonably so. If the 
beginning of all good is self-abnega- 
tion, what can be more fundamen- 
tally evil than self-assertiveness? 
Pride is the Proteus among the 
vices, capable of infinite change, 
endless disguise, and all manner of 
sophistic j.:stification. Conceit lies 
at the root of all desire for ven- 
geance. Hence a sound reason for 
grouping these three precepts to- 
gether. Conceit is also fatal to all 
fair testimony. The verb used in the 
second precept sr ggests that the evil _ 
paid back, might be, by human 
standards, no more than a just and 
fair return. The Christian, never- 
theless, .shovld have something 
better to occupy mind and activity. 
If he cares for the reputation of 
his Master, he will not be pre- 
occupied with himse!f, with ill done 
to himself, or his dre rights in that 
regard. 


ON STANDING ASIDE. 
VERSES EIGHTEEN and 
NINETEEN. 

If possible, as fa’ as you can, live 
at peace with ail men. Do not seek 
vengeance for yourselves, beloved, 
but leave room for God’s wrath. It 
stands w itten ‘‘ Vengeance is mine, 
I will :epay,’’ so says the Lord. 

As in the previo’ s verse an earlier 
precept is taken up and reinforced. 

(Continued on page 41) 
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1 
A WELL OF LIVING WATER (26:19) 

There can be no life in the desert with- 
out water, and there can be no refreshing 
along the pilgrim way of the Christian life 
unless we keep close to the fountains which 
the Lord opens for us. The well that Isaac’s 
men now found was a spring that gushed 
forth from the ground. In a desert where 
many people were living precariously, the 
possession of a cistern would have been a 
cause for jealousy, but the possession of a 
spring brought forth the deepest envy, and 
it was not long before the herfsmen of 
Gerar were laying claim to the well. “The 
water is ours,” was their cry, and Isaac 
called the well, Esek, “contention,” and 
moved farther away. It will always be 
thus when the Christian seeks for blessings 
outside the sphere which God has designed 
for us. This restlessness in the world is 
designed to push us on toward the Canaan 
where the land will flow with milk and 
honey. 

LORD, GIVE US WELLS OF PEACE. 
May 2 
ANOTHER WELL . . . SITNAH (26:21) 

The discovery of the second well brought 
forth even stronger conflict, for Sittnah 
means “opposition.” Isaac had to have 
water in the place where he was, and God 
gave it to him, but since Isaac was not in 
the place where God wanted him to be, 
God gave him strife with it. Both the 
water and the contention were from the 
Lord. Freqeuntly He is forced to mix His 
blessings with that which causes us grief. 
Whenever there is blessing with contention 
we can be sure that there is not the full 
will of the Lord, for the blessing which 
the Lord gives from Himself to those who 
are in the center of His will has no sorrow 
mixed with it (Prov. 10:22). We can well 
sing, 

Let sorrow do its work, 

Come grief or pain; 

Sweet are Thy messengers, 

Sweet their refrain 

When they can say to me, 

More love O Christ, to Thee; 

More love to Thee; 

More love to Thee. 
LORD, ANY MESSENGER, AS LONG AS IT IS 
FROM THEE. 
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May 3 
HE REMOVED FROM THENCE AND DIGGED 
ANOTHER (26:22) 

A close study shows that Isaac was still 
compromising. He was moving in the 
direction of Canaan, but he was still out- 
side in Gerar. But the world will tolerate a 
compromising Christian who lives on the 
borders of the two lands. Such are far 
enough from the world not to cause un- 
easiness and far enough from the center of 
the Lord’s will not to cause difficulty. The 
Christian who is totally in the world will 
have enmity from the world through the 
instigation of the Lord stirring the nest; 
the Christian living totally in God will have 
the enmity of the world, which can never 
really reach him. It is the borderland posi- 
tion which is spewed out by God (Rev. 
3:16), and which is untroubled by the world. 
LORD, KEEP US FROM LUKE-WARMNESS. 


REHOBOTH (26:22) y's 
Isaac thought himself in a place of 
roominess when in reality he was in a 
place of ‘spiritual confinement. The only 
advantage of Rehoboth, whatsoever, was 
the fact that it was near Beer-sheba. For- 
tunately he would turn that way, but in 
willfulness he could have gone in some 
other direction. There is a large lesson 
here in the ignorance displayed by Isaac. 
He thought that merely because there was 
no fighting he was now in the place of 
fruitfulness. He called the well Rehoboth, 
“roominess,” because he was untroubled by 
the world, but in reality it was a place of 
narrowness because his soul was cramped 
by being out of the will of the Lord. How 
many Christians there are who lead a life 
on the borders of spirituality, thinking 
themselves in the largeness of blessing, 
when they are lean-souled creatures, need- 
ing to be pushed on into the growth which 
God desires for them. 
LORD, GIVE US DISCERNMENT. 


BEER-SHEBA . . 
SAME NIGHT (26:24) 

Home at last. And once Isaac is batk in 
the will of the Lord, the Lord does not 
wait to bless. There is a wealth of meaning 
in the immediacy of the appearance of the 
Lord. The ways of God are wonderful: In 
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- THE LORD APPEARED THE 


this verse we can see the forgiving father 
waiting at the gate, peering down the road, 
waiting for the prodigal son who had been 
in the far country. The Lord had been 
with Isaac, of course, even in the far 
country, even as the heart of the father had 
been with the prodigal son at every step of 
his wandering. The presence of the Lord 
with His wandering children is much more 
than-a human concern. God had turned 
events to suit His purpose. He who can do 
all things had used the actions of Abime- 
lech, the nature of thirst, the flow of water, 
the envy of herdsmen, and all the other 
combinations of men and events to bring 
His counsels to pass. 

LORD, KEEP US HOME. 


° May 6 
1 AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM THY FATHER 


(26:24) 

Once more the theme song of Scripture 
bursts forth. God is a faithful, covenant- 
keeping God. It was Abraham’s servant, 
off to seek a bride for Isaac, who first 
called the Lord by the name of the God of 
Abraham. Here God Himself takes up the 
name and links Himself to the patriarch. 
He will come to Moses at the burning bush 
by this title (Ex. 3:6). Peter will name 
him thus in preaching in Jerusalem (Acts 
3:13). Stephen will quote it just before he 
is stoned (Acts 7:32). To speak of our 
God in such terms is to remind Him of His 
faithfulness and to remember His ways of 
blessing those who deserve nothing from 
His hands but who are blessed because He 
has set His love upon them. When He 
names Himself thus it is to tell us that 
though we believe not yet He abideth faith- 
ful; He cannot deny- Himself (2 Tim. 
2:13). 

LORD, GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS. 


May 7 
FEAR NOT; FOR | AM WITH THEE (26:24) 

As the coming of a father to a child 
terrified in the night by the horrors of 
darkness, so God comes to Isaac to assure 
him of His divine presence. This is the 
verse that has given us the hymn: 

Fear not, I am with thee, Oh, be not 

dismayed ; : 

I, I am thy God, I will still give thee 

aid; 
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I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause 
thee to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent 
hand. 

He had spoken thus to Abraham (Gen. 
15:1), and to Hagar (21:17), and He will 
speak thus again to many a one throughout 
the Scriptures. The Lord Jesus will thus 
address His little flock (Lk. 12:32). And 
it is thus that every one of us may hear 
Him speak to us when we have returned 
to the place of His will. There He is al- 
ways with His people. There He can do 
naught but bless. 

LORD, KEEP US WHERE THOU CANST BE WITH 
us. 


May 8 
BUILDED ... CALLED . .. PITCHED... 
DIGGED . . . (26:25) 

These four verbs give us the heart of 
the Christian life. The altar that was built 
speaks of sacrifice and redemption, and we 
must always begin with the cross of Christ, 
for there is no other way of approach. The 
building of the altar was followed by com- 
munion with the Lord, and Isaac prayed, 
calling upon the name of the Lord. So 
shall we find that prayer will fotlow our 
return to the land and the place of sacrifice. 
It is there that we can truly abide with 
the Lord, and thus we see Isaac pitching 
his tent by the place of sacrifice and in the 
place of prayer. There is no other place for 
true abidifig. Then it shall be that we shall 
dig our wells and the waters of blessing 
shall gush forth upon us. These four verbs 
show us redemption, communion, abiding, 
and satisfaction. 

LORD, MAY WE ABIDE AND DIG. 
May 9? 
THEN ABIMELECH WENT TO HIM (26:26) 

When the Christian gets back into the 
complete will of God, and blessing is flow- 
ing from him, those who are around about 
will take knowledge of our friendship with 
God and our prevailing power with him. 
The Lord Jesus said, “He that believeth in 
Me, out of his innermost being shall flow 
rivers of living water,” (John 7:38). It 
will not take the bystander long to note 
the flowing difference. When: Isaac was 
out of the will of God in the country of 
Abimelech, the king knew that the Lord’s 
man should not be there in the midst of 
compromise and lying, and urged him to 
leave. Now that Isaac is back in the land, 
with an altar and a well, Abimelech comes 
to him. You cannot win your unsaved 
friends and relatives by being like them, 
but you can win them by being like Christ. 
LORD, MAKE US LIKE THYSELF. 

May 10 
WHEREFORE? . . . — YE HATE ME? 
(26:27) 

There are bitter memories that must 
come back to the child of God who has 
been out of the will of God. The prodigal 
son must have had pangs of bitterness when 
he saw pigs or grain husks. Here we see 
Isaac, with his memory back in the land of 
Gerar instead of at the altar which he had 
built. This rehashing of old sins and their 
fruits is not necessary for the true believer. 
We 'sing, “Buried, He carried my sins far 
away.” And if we have confessed our sins 
they have been removed from us, as far as 
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the east is from the west. Why should we 
let our memory run after them when the 
Lord wants us abiding with Him, feasting 
our mind upon the things of joy which He 
has given us, and acting in our high posi- 
tion toward those from without who come 
to us that we may poirit them nearer to 
God ! 

LORD, KEEP OUR MEMORY IN CHRIST. 


May 11 
WE SAW CERTAINLY THAT THE LORD WAS 
WITH THEE (26:28) 

There was no doubt about it now. Even 
the worldling could see that Isaac was 
back in the will of the Lord and they “saw 
certainly.” In Hebrew emphasis is achieved 
by doubling the verb. God said, literally, 
to Adam, “In the day that thou eatest 
thereof dying thou shalt die” (Gen. 2:17). 
There are scores of similar doublings for 
emphasis. Here the text reads, “Seeing, we 
saw that the Lord was with thee.” The 
evidence was there, clear and certain, and 
they were coming for a covenant oath. It 
is difficult to ascertain the spiritual state 
of these men. The law had not yet been 
given, and there was, as yet, no barrier 
that could have kept others than the chil- 
dren of Abraham from being saved. At 
all events, they knew the advantage of 
doing business with those being blessed 
of God. 

LORD, MAY WE ENABLE THE WORLD TO SEE 
CERTAINLY. 

May 12 
WE HAVE FOUND WATER (26:32) 

The appearance of the Lord came “the 
same night” in which Isaac reached Beer- 
sheba (v. 24). Water is found “the same 
day” in which Isaac has become a blessing 
to those for whom he was formerly a 
stumbling-block. Beer-sheba means “the 
well. of the oath,” and it had been: named 
by Abraham (21:31) when dealing with a 
previous Abimelech. Now Isaac renames 
the place, binding himself once more to be 
a source of blessing to the Gentiles near 
whom he lived. This is, in reality, a mis- 
sionary text. Israel should have been a 
missionary people. The promise was that 
all families and all nations should be 
blessed in them. God never meant that 
they should clutch the blessing to them- 
selves in selfishness. When we go back to 
Beer-sheba we will remember our obliga- 
tion to the whole world. 

LORD, MAY WE REMEMBER WE ARE DEBTORS. 


GRIEF OF MIND (26:35) May 13 

There are few greater griefs than that 
which sees loved ones unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. Some people 
have suggested that there is a chemical 
change that comes with marriage which 
makes one spouse come to look like the 
other. Whether or not that is true is be- 
side the point; it is certain that the mixed 
marriage draws the believing mate into a 
relationship that can never have true fel- 
lowship and which will always draw the 
believing one away from true fellowship 
with the Lord. There is nothing more con- 
ducive to spiritual growth than oneness in 
the marriage relation and nothing more 
conducive to spiritual decline than a lack 
of oneness in- the Lord in this relation. A 
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mixed marriage can never, never bring 
anything but grief, even though it may he ; 
well camouflaged. 
LORD, | MAY ALL OuR FELLOWSHIPS BE IN 


THEE. ° 
May 14 
WHEN ISAAC WAS OLD (27:1) 

Old age can be a blessing or a horror. 
With Isaac it started out to be horrible, 
and the events of this chapter will show 
how far he had grown in bitter self-will. 
But we shall also. see the earthquake in his 
soul which brought him back to, his senses, 
when he allowed God to dominate his 
being. At this stage in the story he was 
about one hundred and thirty-seven years 
old, the age at which his older brother, 
Ishmael, had died (25:17). Perhaps it was 
this accounting that made him realize the 
uncertainty of life, although we know that 
he recovered from his indisposition and 
lived forty-three years longer, dying at the 
age of one hundred and eighty. ‘(35 :28). 
There is no reason why a Christian should 
not age delightfully, for the path of the 
justified one is as a shining light, shining 
more and more unto the perfect day 
(Prov. 4:18). The outward man will per- 
ish, but the inward man will be renewed 
day by day. 

LORD, GIVE US DAILY RENEWAL. 
May 15 


| KNOW NOT THE DAY OF MY DEATH (27:2) 
When we think of all that resulted from 
Isaac’s indisposition and hunger, it, should 
give us great pause. A tremendous chain 
of events proceeds, link by link, from this 
happening. Esau went hunting; Rebekah 
persuaded Jacob to lie, and he deceived his 
old father shamefully; Esau’s hatred was 
aroused; Jacob was forced to flee for his 
life, and remained absent from the land for 
more than twenty years. In the light of 
this sequence we must come to look at 
even the most trivial happening as con- 
taining the seeds of life and death. With 
God there can be nothing trivial. He is 
working out His eternal purposes with all 
things. You may not comprehend when 
some small evgnt comes to you that it is 
possibly the fact that will alter the course 
of your life. Be on your guard, therefore, 
in all your choices. 
LORD, MAKE US VIGILANT IN SMALL THINGS. 


May 16 

THEREFORE . . . TAKE ME SOME VENISON 
(27:3) ° 
Isaac must not have been a very pleasant 
person to live with. The emphasis through- 
out this story on food, and Isaac’s love of 
food is indicative of the physical domina- 
tion of his appetites. The fact that he 
should speak to his son and ask for venison 
as a logical sequence to the statement that 
he, is anticipating death, is almost beyond 
comment. Paul speaks, in the letter to the 
Philippians, of Christians whose god is 
their belly, who mind earthly things, who 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ 
(i. e., enemies of its crucifying work in 
their lives), and whose end is the destruc- 
tion of all their works (Phil. 3:18, 19). 
Isaac was in danger of being such a one. 
He escaped only by the grace of God bring- 
ing him to a supreme crisis. We must 

(Continued on page 43) . 
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@ This is the eighth in a 
which will answer many questions concerning the Christian 


fe, that arise in the minds of young believers. 


‘TNLIKE a shipwrecked mariner 
on a desert island, we are com- 
pelled to enter into relationship with 
other people. In the home, at work, 
at play, in society generally, we rub 
shoulders with all sorts and con- 
ditions of men. Even the person who 
boasts that he keeps himself to him- 
self is bound to contact others in 
the ordinary traffic of everyday 
affairs. If relationships are strained 
and difficult, life will be miserable; 
if they are superficial, life becomes 
empty; but if they are deep, the 
result is satisfaction and joy. It has 
been estimated by one -group of in- 
dustrial psychologists that real suc- 
cess in a job is only fifteen per cent 
due to technical skill and ability, 
and eighty-five per cent due to 
those personal qualities which make 
possible harmonious relationships 
and friendly cooperation. It is 
therefore particularly worthwhile 
to study the art of living with 
others. 


@ Sharing Other People’s Interests 

The best way to begin is to make a 
practice of sharing other people’s 
interests. We find it hard to get on 
with some folk because we have 
nothing in common with them, no 
‘point of contact. Consequently there 
is nothing to talk about, nothing 
vital to interchange. Your neighbor 
perhaps is interested in football, 
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engineering, and gardening, whereas 
you are keen on polities, bee-keep- 
ing, and astronomy. Having no in- 
terests in common you obviously find 
no enjoyment in each other’s com- 
pany. That is why we are bored by 
some people, and drawn to others. 
There are two ways of meeting 
this problem. Firstly, we can en- 
deavor to extend the range of our 
own interests, which can be done in 
a variety of ways—by reading, by 
studying new subjects, learning 
from others through listening, by 
keen observation, through.the radio, 
by traveling, ete. Of course, there 
is a limit to the process, since no one 
person has sufficient time to become 
interested in everything; so that we 
need, secondly, to practice identi- 
fying ourselves for the time being 
with the interests of others, even if 
such interests are not our own. If, 
for example, we travel to town with 
a little boy, aged five, it temporarily 
becomes a matter of some moment 
whether a bus or trolley is gasoline- 
driven or electric, single or double 
decker, or if there are four or two 
wheels at the rear. This ability to 


‘enter with sympathy and imagina- 


tion into the interests of others is 
essential to happy relationships. Try 
to see life as the other fellow sees it ; 
stand for a while in his shoes and 
put yourself in his place. You will 
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find this a particularly valuable 
principle—live with other péople on 
the basis. of their interests (if, of 
course, those interests are innocent), 
and they in turn will soon come to 
share yours. 


@ The Importance of Good Manners 

Next, good manners are essential 
if we are to get on well with others, 
for as the motto of New College, 
Oxford has it, ‘‘Manners makyth 
man.’’ Good manners are not to be 
identified with mere politeness which 
may be a veneer covering a cynical 
and selfish nature. Courtesy is a 
thing of the heart, and has been de- 
fined as ‘‘grace in little things.’’ In 
the Bible the Greek word for grace 
is charis, and it will be seen that 
from this word we get our English 
‘‘charm.’’ Graciousness, charm, 
courtesy, make an enormous differ- 
ence to living, not least in the home. 
London Transport once spent hun- 
dreds of pounds on a campaign with 
the slogan ‘‘ Courtesy aids service.’’ 

The truly good man is uever © 
boorish, tactless, inconsiderate ;, but 
thoughtful, winsome, attractive, gra- 
cious—in fact, a gentleman. As 
G. K. Chesterton once pointed out, 
we all look taller when we bow. This 
world would be a much happier 
place if always, before writing a 
letter or letting slip an opinion, we 
considered the feelings of the other 
person. This is tact, a keen discern- 
ment of what to do or say in dealing 
with others without giving offense. 
Do not imagine therefore that you 
have to tackle something big in order 
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to arrive at harmonious relation- 
ships; attempt ‘‘grace in little 
things’’ and notice what a differ- 
ence this speedily makes. Such 
courtesy will show itself both in 
chivalry toward those who are 
weaker, and in little acts of thought- 
ful consideration toward all. 


e@ Appreciation and Commendation 

The third main principle may be 
expressed in a simple sentence, 
‘‘Commend but do not condemn.”’ 
It is only too easy to view other 
people through the’ dark spectacles 


of destructive criticism, but if we 


concentrate on faults and failings 
the inevitable result will be dislike 
and hostility. On the other hand, 
expressions of appreciation and 
confidence that are sincere and hon- 
est act like a tonic,. having the 
double effect of strengthening and 
encouraging effort and creating a 
happy atmosphere of friendship. Let 
a husband, for example, express his 
appreciation of his wife’s cooking or 
needlework, and the result is seen 
in the glow on her face; let the man- 
ager say, ‘‘ Well done!’’ to the office 
boy, and the lad goes out of the room 
on air. 

The honest. praise: we are advo- 
cating has nothing in common with 
flattery, which is often insincere and 
usually self-interested, with a. view 
to the compliments being returned. 
Sincere appreciation springs from 
genuine pleasure in the good quali- 
ties or work of another, and to 
withhold it is a form of meanness. 
Try then always to be on the look- 
out for the good in others, and since 
it is a principle of life that you 
usually find what you seek, you are 
practically certain to find it. When 
you have found it, do not hesitate to 
express your appreciation, as this 
is one of the quickest ways of win- 
ning the confidence of the other 
person and creating a positive and 
happy relationship. 


@ “Speaking the Truth in Love” 
In considering commendation and 
appreciation it is at the same time 
necessary not to overlook the im- 
portance of what Paul in his letter 
to the Ephesians calls ‘‘speaking the 
truth in love.’’ We soon come to ap- 
preciate those who are straight and 
honest with us as we always know 
just where we stand with them. 
Candor inspires trust, and even if 
painful at the moment, is rarely 
resented for long. If on the other 
hand we are not straight with 
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people, no real trust is possible; Mr. 
Facing-both-ways is not a great suc- 
cess in social life. But do not forget 
that, while important, candor in 
itself is not enough. It is possible 
to be brutally frank, and the person 
who. always says just what he 
thinks without considering the feel- 
ings of others is a social menace. 
Truth must go hand in hand with 
tact, candor with courtesy. The in- 
struction of the apostle Paul, already 
quoted, expresses both aspects per- 
fectly—‘‘speaking the truth in 
love.”? 


@ Cheerfulness and Humor 

The importance of cheerfulness 
and humor in the ordinary affairs 
and relationships of life can hardly 
be exaggerated. A man who goes 
about looking grim and glum like a 
wet Fourth of July is hardly likely 
to attract the society of others. Joy 
acts like a magnet, especially when 
it finds expression in a smiling face 
and a cheerful word. And it is truly 
remarkable what a bit of cheerful- 
ness and a touch of light-hearted 
humor can do in a situation which 
would otherwise bristle with diffi- 
culties. Perhaps. you have noticed 
this at a committee or conference, 
or even during a time of tension 
within the home circle. Many a diffi- 
cult business meeting has been made 
to run smoothly by the introduction 
of a little humor. A typical Cockney 
bus conductor often transforms 
weary and irysitable travelers into 


genial companions by means of a 
few wisecracks. The person who, 
insists on being serious all the time. ‘ 
is as tiresome as the person who can 
never be serious at all. Do not be 
slow to laugh with others—even at 
yourself. 


@ It is Caring That Counts 

Perhaps most of this can be 
summed up by saying that caring 
is the’ secret of getting on with 
others. For, after all, why should 
we bother to share the interests of 
others, to be courteous, to commend 
and appreciate, to be lovingly frank 
and cheerful? Only because we care. 
We do get on well with others if 
we really care for them. Always re- 
member though, that caring for 
people is not necessarily the same as 
liking them; it has to be admitted 
that there are some people whom 
we naturally like, and others we 
do not. But it is possible to care for 
all, a care which will show itself in 
all kinds of practical, deeds of help- 
fulness. Then it will be proved as a 
fact that most people do respond to 
active love, which has the effect of 
creating fellowship and community. 
It has been truly said that ‘‘only 
love can beget love, and only love 
can create fellowship.’’ Whatever 
we do without love is futile in the 
end, and all the principles of right 
personal relationships here expressed 
are simply se many different ways 
of ‘‘ walking in love.’’ 

THe Enp 





James Thurber has told the story of March 12, 1913, Columbus, Ohio, when someone 
started a rumor during a flood time that a dam had broken. Hundreds of people fied 
for their lives with many shouting, “Go east, go east!” or “The dam has broken!” It 
was a false rumor and even if the dam had broken the waters could not have reached 


the part of the city from which 
the people were running but 
mad fear gripped them and 
away they went. Men will heed 
warning, even a false warning’ 
of an impending physical dan- 
ger yet there are multitudes 
who will heed no - warning, 
even a true warning of eternal 
spiritual danger. The dam of 
God's wrath has broken. It 
flowed over Jesus Christ and 
put Him to death. The only 
safe refuge is in Him. If you 
do not flee to that Mountain, 
the flood of wrath must carry 
*,. you to the lake of fire. 


DO YOU DO EVERYTHING AS IN HIS PRESENCE, AND TO WIN HIS SMILE? ‘ 23 
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Baptized into Christ 


Into His Resurrection 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 








N ADDITION .to our identification 

by the Holy Spirit into the death 
of Christ for freedom from guilt, we 
are identified by the Holy Spirit into 
the death of Christ for our own death. 
This is a truth that is often empha- 
sized. I may, therefore, pass. over it 
with only slight reference, because 
you have heard it expounded at 
length by others. The preposition here 
is “with” rather than “in,” but the 
spiritual principle is the same. “I am 
crucified with Christ.” 

As I see it, this must be done once 
for all in principle, and then there 
must be our moment-by-moment as- 
sent to the principle in practice. Be- 
fore we are saved our heart is a waste 
and desolation, and darkness is upon 
the face of the deep. The God who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness shines in our hearts. Our 
first sight, after seeing the Saviour, 
is one of intense horror. We see some 
of the depths of our Adamic nature. 
We slide swiftly from Romans 6 into 
Romans 7. Did we but know it, the 
very fact that we are there proves 
that we are saved. 

There are two totally different 
factors in seeing. They are light and 
sight. ‘Light has long since come into 
the world, lighting every man. But 
all that light could do was to illumi- 
nate the horror of great darkness that 
is the human heart. Sight comes with 
the new birth, and the first thing that 
the spiritual eyes can see after they 
have looked upon the Saviour, is the. 
hole of the pit from which we have 
= digged. Some of us stand there 
izzily sobbing for a while. Some of 


The sixth in a series of helpful studies by the Editor 
on the meaning of our position in the body of Christ 


you may be at that point today. Re- 
member that your tears of repentance 
are a proof of salvation. The unsaved 
man may know the sharp bite of re- 
morse, but -he never knows the godly 
sorrow that worketh repentance to. 
salvation not to be repented of (2 Cor. 
7:10). 


The Hole of the Pit 


Perhaps I can illuminate the situa- 
tion with an illustration. If read a 
strange story years ago of a young 
man who entered a long period of 
amnesia because of a blow on the head 
from a fall. He was eighteen when 
it happened, but in the new life which 
he still lived amid old surroundings 
he could remember nothing that had 
happened before the blow. At the 
moment it took place he had been on 
a hay-wagon, asking someone to hand 
him a pitch-fork that he might level 
the load. He had cried, “Hand me 
that fork and I will . . ."—then he fell. 
Ten years passed, during which he 
formed a new life; but there came a 
day when there was another accident. 
In a fight he received a sharp blow 
that knocked him to the ground. He 
cried out “. . . spread the hay,” and 
rose thinking that he was eighteen 
and on top of the hay-wagon. Let me 
apply this illustration. The blow that 
struck the race in Adam made all his 
sons unconscious of the true nature 
and being of God. In that uncon- 
sciousness we were born; and in that 
unconsciousness we who were formed 
in the image of God form our: whole 
pattern of living. For the purpose of 
my illustration that pattern includes 


YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN FILL THE PLACE TO WHICH GOD HAS CALLED YOU 


mountain climbing expeditions. We 
are roped to our companions and 
climbing away when suddenly, all at 
once, at a sharp rock, a tremendous 
experience comes to us. God plants 
within us eternal life, and with it 
sight. We glance at the Saviour and 
realize that we are being held, but we 
look down and see that there is a 
depth of twenty or thirty feet below 
us and that we are hanging in mid-air. 
We look back in terror to the One 
who is holding us, and then look down 
again. W- re-!'-- that it is a hundred 
feet down to the death beneath us. 
We glance to the Saviour and look 
down again, and find that had we 
fallen we should not have stopped at 
the ledge which we had taken to be 
the bottom, but would have gone down 
a thousand feet. We look to the 
Saviour, more sure by now that we 
are being held, and He begins to 
carry us across the face of the rock, 
telling us where we are to plant our 
feet. enever we slip we have a new 
and frightening consciousness of the 
ever-increasing depth that is beneath 
us. God wants the development in 
souls of the truth that is found in the 
last verse of Habakkuk, “The Lord 
God is my strength, and He will make 
my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will 
make me to walk upon mine high 
places” (Hab. 3:19). 

When the life of Christ first comes 
to us it brings the consciousness that 
there is nothing beneath us of our 
old life that can support us. Some 
Christians struggle, claw with their 
hands and thrash with their feet, and 
take a long time to come to rest in 
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Him who is holding them. When you 
stop resting in Christ and step out 
on your own, you will find yourself 


in Romans 6, and will undergo the. 


wrenching nausea of the pit of 
Romans 7. But always it is possible 
to get to Romans 8, quick as a look. 
David 

David spun about for a while in 
his experience with God, and he first 
reached the placed where we hear him 
say, perhaps panting-a bit, “I shall not 
be greatly moved” (Psa. 62:2). Then 
he sees that his expectation is in God, 
and that his feet are no longer on the 
shale rock from which he had been 
hewn, but on the eternal granite, and 
he cries, “I shall not be moved” 
(Psa. 62:6). Then from rich experi- 
ence he looks at the good man whose 
steps are ordered of the Lord, and 
says, ‘“Though he fall, he shall not 
be utterly cast down, for the Lord 
upholdeth him with His hand” (Psa. 
37 :24). 

Paul 


The experience of Paul may be 
seen to parallel that of David. To the 
Corinthians he describes himself as 
“the least of the apostles” (1 Cor. 
15:9). About five years pass, and 
many things have happened. He looks 
down and sees the pit even deeper, 
and tells the Ephesians that he is 
“less than the least of all saints” 
(Eph. 3:8). Finally, shortly before 
his martyrdom, he writes to Timothy, 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief” 
(1 Tim. 1:15). That is true Christian 
progress. I find in those verses three 
round trips into the sixth of Romans 
and back into the resurrection eighth. 
The experiences of life may take your 
glance into the pit a score of times or 
a thousand times, but the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit assures you of your 
passage back into ever-increasing 
resurrection life. 


Our Burial With Him 


I shall spend but a brief moment . 


on our burial with Christ. I do not 
think that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
when He went to Hell after the cross, 
‘went to torment in Hell, but rather 
to Paradise in Hell. Before the cross, 
all of the dead went to Hades—the 
rich man in one compartment and 
Lazarus in another. Between the two 
there was a great gulf fixed. We can 
know that Jesus Christ went to the 
portion that was called Abraham’s 
bosom, for He told the thief on the 
cross, “Today shalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise.” 
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Living He loved me, dying He saved me, 
Buried He carried my sins far away. 

In.the Levitical system one goat was 
slain, and the sins of the people were 
placed upon the head of the live goat 
and he was driven into the wilderness. 
We repudiate, of course, the horrible 
teaching of the Seventh-Day Advent- 
ists that Satan was the sin-bearer. In 
their mad effort to do away with the 
eternal judgment of God upon sin, 
they-have imagined this folly. No; 
Christ Himself not only took our sins 
on Calvary but He took them away, 
so that we shall never meet them 
again in time or in eternity. Make a 
list for yourself of what God has done 
with the guilt of your sin and your 
sins—they are forgiven, forgotten, 
cleansed, gone, atoned for, covered, 
cast into the depths of the sea, put 
behind God’s back, removed as far 
as the east is from the west,’ blotted 
out as a thick cloud, remembered 
against us no more forever! That is 
where your sins are! The Holy Spirit, 
thank God, has baptized us into the 
burial of the Lord Jesus Christ. My 
old Adam shall never come forth from 
that grave. My prospect is: glorifica- 


tion M ‘ 
Eternal Life 


A whole volume could be written 
on the truth of our identification with 
Christ ‘in His resurrection. We stand 
in newness of life on this side of 
Calvary. In His resurrection is our 
eternal life, and in His resurrection 
is our present life of victory. God 
means for the believer the resurrec- 
tion life now, On many old tomb- 
stones they used to carve the date of 
a man’s death with an inscription that 





said, for example, “Entered into 
eternal life on September 4th, 1831,” , 
Do not ever put anything like’ that on’ 
my tombstone! I’m living in the 
blessed hope, of course, that I shall 
never need a tombstone. I prefer the 
work of the Uptaker to that of the 
undertaker! But if there is need of 
an inscription on a tombstone for me, 
let it be to the effect that eternal life 
entered into me at an early age. When 
I was a lad of fifteen I chose a text 
for my life-verse. It was in four parts, 
and I look back over my course with 
the thought that three chapters have 
been experienced and that the fourth 
has yet to be begun. “That I may 
know Him . . .” There is a lesson 
that I have memorized though I do 
not know its meaning. “And the 
power of His resurrection . . .” I have 
seen that power transforming a multi- 
tude of lives, and working in my own, 
“And the fellowship of His suffer- 
ings . . .” I believe in the last years 


I have begun to learn the alphabet of \ 


this portion of the verse. “Being made 
conformable unto His death .. .” 
There is the lesson whose page is 
ever before me. 


Resurrection Power - 


But the power of His resurrection 
is the life and power of all Christian 
life. Anything you have ever known 
of Him is because of your identifica- 
tion by the Holy Spirit into His 
resurrection. I need spend but little 
time on iit, because it is the gateway 
to all the rest that we are yet to see: 
the ascension, the enthronement, the 
intercessory work, and the return in 

(Continued on page 42) 





A child of two kept pointing a toy pistol at his father after a television program of 
cowboys. The father took an automatic pistol and removed the magazine. Forgetting 
to check for a bullet in the chamber, he shot the child dead. There are many parents 










BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING, PRAYERFUL IN EVERYTHING, THANKFUL FOR ANYTHING 


who are killing their children’s minds through ideas they 
are picking up on television and in a hundred other 
places. A child by nature will. pick up wrong ideas, 
just as it will in its early years put its foot in every 
puddle and kick at every dirty thing on the sidewalk. 
You censor a child’s feet; do not be afraid to censor its 
mind, for there are puddles on television, and the mind 
and heart can find that literary dogs have left much 


dirt where children can be fouled 
with it. This is not only a matter 
of faith; it is also a matter of 
culture. 
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Sunday School 


By DONALD 


MAY 18, 1952 
Conserving Our Family Heritage 
LESSON TEXT: Exodus 20:12; 

Mark 7:9-13; John 19:25-27 
Golden Text: “Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee” 
(Ex. 20:12). 

This Fifth Commandment, which 
Paul speaks of as ‘‘the first com- 
mandment with a promise attached 
to it,’’ sorely needs stressing in our 
day. One of the characteristics of 
the end of time is that children will 
be ‘‘ disobedient to parents’’ (2 Tim. 
3:2). Of course, there have always 
been disobedient children, but the 
apostolic prediction anticipates a 
condition of widespread indiscipline 
when young people would go counter 
to the wishes of their fathers and 
mothers and defy their atithority. 
Such a condition is tragically 
prevalent today. : 

But as a precaution against a one- 
sided condemnation of erring youth 
it is well to read Ephesians 6:1-4. 
Paul emphasized the duty of obedi- 
ence’ to parents on the part of 
childrert; but he also indicated the 
corresponding duty of parents to 
set an example which should obtain 
the respect of their families. This 
twofold aspect of the Fifth Com- 
mandment should be stressed in our 
lesson. God expects children to 
honor their fathers and mothers; 
but, at the same time, He requires 
the parents so to fulfill their re- 
sponsibilities and order their lives 
that they will merit the esteem of 
their children. One ventures the 
opinion that there is as much 
parental failure today as there is 
juverile indiscipline, and that in 
innumerable cases the first occasions 
the second. 


Lesson Material 
It is significant that in Exodus 
20:12 family ethics are linked with 
national prosperity. The first human 
institution divinely ordained was 
the home, and the importance which 
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the Lord attaches to the preservation 


of wholesome relationships in the - 


home is here emphasized. The first 
inevitable step toward a nation’s 
decline and doom is the disruption 
of its family life. So long as mutual 
love dominates the homes of a peo- 
ple, based upon parental responsi- 
bility and filial respect and obedi- 
ence, that people’s bow will abide 
in strength. But when selfishness, 
irresponsibility, willfulness, and dis- 
obedience usurp the scene, then these 
evils will spread from the home to 
the community, and from the com- 
munity to the state, until discord 
and strife bring an end to prosperity 
and the nation totters and falls. 
The subtlety of the attack upon 
the integrity of the home is illus- 
trated in our Lord’s rebuke to the 
scribes and Pharisees in Mark 7 :9- 
13. To show how they had substi- 
tuted their traditions for the law of 
God, Jesus cited a practice current 
in His time. Under the approval of 
the rabbis, a man might repudiate 
his responsibility toward his parents 
if he diverted his support to re- 
ligious purposes—in most cases, it 
would be assumed, to the Temple 
treasury. This was to claim ‘‘Cor- 
ban.’’ Our Lord made it clear that 
a man’s duty toward his parents 
transcends other duties, and is, in 
fact, part of his duty toward God. 
Mary’s Dutiful Son 
Teachers are invited to link Luke 
2 :41-52 with John 19:25-27 for the 
greatest of all examples of filial 
obedience and regard. The first 
passage relates how the Lord in His 
boyhood, though expressing aware- 
ness of His unique relationship with 
God the Father, nevertheless took the 
place of a true son in the household 
at Nazareth. His wisdom might sur- 
prise the Jerusalem doctors but 
more surprising still was His gra- 
cious submission to His human 
mother and her carpenter husband. 
Our Lord’s last dying thought 
was for the woman who gave Him 
birth. We know little of Mary’s 
actual circumstances, but it is evi- 
dent that Jesus recognized that by 
His removal she would be left in 
need of companionship and help. 
So, from the cross, He commissioned 


the disciple John to care for Mary, 
and he complied by taking her to 
his own home ‘‘from that hour.’’ 
Since this passage is used to bolster 
the Mariolatry of the Church of 
Rome it is to the point to indicate 
that John was not committed to 
Mary’s care, but Mary to John’s. 
She was a broken hearted woman, 
about to be bereaved, and needing 
the consolation of one who shared 
her love for Jesus. 


Lesson Plan 
1. A Commandment Given 
a. Home harmony 
b. National stability 
2. An Obligation Stated 
a. Rebuke for rabbis 
b. Warning for all 
3. An Example Furnished 
a. Jesus and His parents 
b. Our perfect Paitern 
1. The requirement to ‘‘honor’’ 
others has interesting . implications. 
In the case of the Fifth Command- 
ment it certainly makes demands 
upon children, revealing that the 
way they behave toward their 


parents is of concern to God. We do: 


not readily think of disobedience 
toward parents as a sin; yet, because 
it is a transgression of the divine 
law, it is that. Because God knows 
that harmony in the home is the 
basic harmony which, if broken, 
threatens the whole of human life, 
He has made obedience to parents 
one of His ten laws for God-glorify- 
ing behavior. But the word ‘‘honor’’ 
suggests something else. We cannot 
honor that which is unworthy; and 
therefore if parents are to qualify 
for the esteem of their children they 
must inspire their love and trust by 
splendid living. Exodus 20:12 must 
be read in connection with Ephe- 
sians 6 :1-4, 

The promise of the Fifth Com- 
mandment emphasizes the contribu- 
tion of domestic integrity to na- 
tional prosperity. Few things weaken 
the foundations of a nation. more 
surely than the corruption of its 
homes. When sons and daughters 
rebel against their parents; when 
fathers and mothers cease to merit 
the confidence. and respect of their 
children; then it is a short step 
toward the casting off of all moral 
restraint and the demonstation of 
complete contempt for law and 
order. That way Rome fell. Let 
America beware. 

2. Our Lord underscored His 
Father’s high ideals for family re- 
lationships. The religious teachers 
of His day qualified the Fifth Com- 
mandment by permitting children 
to repudiate their responsibility 
toward their parents if they diverted 
their gifts to Temple funds.’ The 
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' Jews had a word for it—and that 
word was ‘‘Corban.’’ With terms of 
stinging rebuke Jesus accused the 
rabbis of substituting human tradi- 
tion for the divine command. Gifts 
devoted to religious purposes were 
not acceptable in His sight if they 
were made at the expense of needy 
fathers and mothers. 

The principle which has binding 
force still is that we cannot buy 
favor with God by offerings with- 
held from those who have a natural 
right to our help. And this is true of 
time as well as money. A daughter 
who is found on chureh premises 
every night of the week, while her 
aged mother toils unaided with do- 
mestic .chores, is under this rebuke. 
So is a son whose name tops the list 
of building fund donors while his 
own father and mother live in an 
unsanitary hovel. The word 
‘*Wather’’ addressed to God by those 
who neglect and ignore their earthly 
parents must have a very empty 
sound. 

3. How should we behave toward 
our parents? Our blessed Lord Him- 
self sets the pattern. We have heard 
of young people who ‘‘got on in the 
world’’ and were ashamed to own 
the lowly folk who gave them birth. 
Yet. when the Prince of Glory 
graced a carpénter’s home with His 
presence He submitted to be ruled 
by them. Of course He'did, for He 
had a kingdom in view; and He 
knew that kingdoms are founded 
and survive upon the foundation 
of harmonious homes. 

In His dying agony, Jesus thought 
of His mother and made provision 
for her future. How the ‘‘un- 
wanted’’ old folk of the world 
today must grieve His loving heart! 
The heathen cast out their children. 
In our civilized land we reserve 
loneliness and lovelessness for the 
aged. We do, that is, unless we take 
our blessed Master as our pattern. 
Then we realize that the Fifth Com- 
mandment contains. the Heavenly 
Father’s thought for all earthly 
fathers and mothers, and the divine 
Son’s requirement for every son and 
daughter. 


MAY 25, 1952 
God’s Estimate of Human Life 
LESSON TEXT: Exodus 20:13; 
Matthew 5:21-26; 18:5-6; 
Luke 9:51-56 


Golden Text: “Thou shalt not kill” (Ex. 
20:13). 


The New Testament form of the 
Sixth Commandment is given in 
Matthew 19 :18—‘‘ Thou shalt do no 
murder.’’ Here is God’s prohibition 
against the taking of human life. We 
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might think of it as having a very 


restricted application (after all, 


murderers comprise an exceedingly 
small minority) ; until we are con- 
fronted with Christ’s elaboration of 
this commandment in Matthew 5: 
21-26. Murder, He reminds us, is the 
monstrous child of anger—and who 
is not guilty of anger against his 
brother? There are attitudes toward 
our fellow men, Jesus would have 
us know, that contain the possibility 
of murder. 

Today’s lesson is intended to have 
a temperance emphasis. Almost any 
edition of a daily newspaper will 
furnish evidence of the connection 
between intoxicants and killings. 
Many crimes of violence would be 
avoided if only men would abstain 
from beverage alcohol. A true esti- 
mate of human personality—our 
own and other people’s—will im- 
press us with the need for abstinence 
from that which, when indulged in, 
incites to behavior which at its least 
is unbecoming and at its worst is 
criminal. Instead of surrendering 
our wills to the liquor demon we 
must submit ourselves to Christ, for 
to be filled with His Spirit is to be 
fortified against evil in all its forms 
(Eph. 5:18): 

Lesson Material 

In His Sermon on the Mount, our 
Lord showed His respect for tne Ten 
Commandments, not minimizing 
their force, but underscoring them 
as He demonstrated God’s judgment 
against motives and passions which 
lead to breaches of the law. Human 
courts can only take action against 
crimes committed. The court of 
Heaven takes note of intentions as 
well as of deeds, and holds men 
guilty who plan and purpose evil 
even if they do not carry that pur- 
pose into effect. 

So, 
warned against the dangers of anger. 
Many manuscripts omit the phrase 
‘‘without a cause,’’ for anger, even 
when it can plead justification, is 
always an explosive menace. Jesus 
would have His disciples recognize 
that anger is a stepping stone to 
violence, and violence leads to 
murder. 

The word ‘‘Raca’’ (v. 22) has 
been a problem for expositors. It is 
likely to have been an expression of 
contempt and is rated by our Lord 
as the equivalent of blasphemy, for 
‘‘the council’’ referred to is the 
Sanhedrin, which heard only reli- 
gious issues. Since God has made 
man in His own image, any attitude 
of derision against a fellow is an 
offense against a personality which 
God regards as sacred. To dismiss 


in Matthew 5:22, our Lord 


anybody with a sneer is to.come into 
danger of divine condemnation. 
Furthermore, says our Master, if 


we abuse another, saying, .‘‘Thow : 


fool,’’ we are a step nearer to judg- 


ment, being then in danger of ‘‘the - 


Gehenna of fire,’’ referring to the 
refuse heap outside Jerusalem where 
the bodies of executed criminals 
were thrown. 
Obstacles to F ellowship 

Two outcomes of enmity between 
individuals are stated and warned 
against by our Lord. The first (vs. 
23-24) is the breach of fellowship 
with God which comes from _ har- 
boring feelings of anger against a 
fellow man. The issue is made 
crystal clear in 1 John 4:20—‘‘If a 
man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar; for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen?’’ Jesus says that a 
heart entertaining bitterness against 
a brother is incapable of rendering 


worship acceptable to God. First he ~ 


must seek reconciliation,*and then 
bring his gift to the altar. 

The second result of enmity is 
litigation, a thing to be avoided at 
all times, and particularly in the 
conditions prevailing in Palestine in 
our Lord’s day. Dr. David Smith 
(The Disciple’s Commentary) thinks 


‘there was an element of humor in 


Christ’s words here. A persistent 
animosity might lead to a legal 
action—and the result might be-jail! 
In either case, on the high ground 
of the breach created in fellowship 
with God, and on the lower ground 
of the consequences to the person 
concerned, Jesus urged conciliation 
and kindness upon His listeners. 

Matthew 18 :5-6 again emphasizes 
God’s evaluation of human person- 
ality as Jesus passes judgment upon 
any who might offend a child and 
accepts as a service to Himself any 
kindness shown to such a one. Here 
the issue is joined between com- 
munism and Christianity, the for- 
mer denying and withholding the 
rights of the individual, and the 
latter affirming that these are di- 
vinely appointed and approved. 

Luke 9:51-56 furnishes a striking 
contrast: our Lord on His way to 
Jerusalem to give His life for men, 
and the disciples ready to destroy 
those who occasioned them offense. 
No wonder He said, ‘‘Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of.’’ 
Not many days later they were to 
hear Him pray for His torturers— 
‘‘Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do’’ (Lk. 23: 
34). That is the spirit which Christ 
both exemplifies and requires. 
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Lesson Plan 
1. The Valve of a Man 
a. God's handiwork 
b. Redemption’s object 
2. The Danger of an Attitude 
a. Where anger leads 
b. Spiritual isolation 
3. The Menace of a Habit 
a. Liquor and crime 
b. Safety in salvation 

1. Two contradictory philosophies 
compete in the world today. On the 
one hand, communism denies indi- 
viduality and deprives men of per- 
sonal freedom. On the other, Chris- 
tianity declares the dignity of man 
and condemns all infringement of 
human liberty as an offense against 
God. The former is the outgrowth of 
materialism and secularism which 
acknowledges no divine program or 
purpose in the universe. The latter 
is based upon the revelation of God 
as the creator of His universe and 
of men themselves. The inalienable 
rights of the individual are pri- 
marily based upon his dignity as a 
creature of God. 

The Christian’s attitude toward 
his fellow men must also be influ- 
enced and determined by the knowl- 
edge that he is the object of Christ’s 
saving work. ‘‘ Destroy not him with 
thy meat, for whom Christ died’’ 
(Rom. 14:15) says Paul, thus mak- 
ing the fact of the atonement the 
ground for our relationship with 
others. A life that Jesus died to save 
is a life to be respected in all re- 
spects. This is the highest conception 
of individuality both in its rights 
and its possibilities. 

2. Rightly we shrink from the 
thought of murder as the gravest 
offense a man can commit against 
another. The possibility of acquir- 
ing this guilt seems far from us. So 
the disciples must have thought ; but 
our Lord occupied important time 
to teach them that there is a slip- 


‘tion of automobile deaths. 


pery slope which, unless avoided, 
can lead to the most grievous crimes 
against others. It has its beginnings 
in contempt and anger—attitudes 
which no. Christian should cherish 
against his fellow. A loss of temper, 
an impassioned blow,-and a life is 
taken—these are the downward steps 
of the homicide. Safety only lies in 
a spirit of Christian love, which is 
the fruit of the indwelling Spirit of 
our Lord. ‘ 

An embittered spirit isolates the 
soul from God: so intimate is the 
relationship between our attitude to 
our fellows and our standing with 
the Lord. We must avoid anger, and 
spite, and jealousy, and envy, not 
only because these lead to worse 
things, but also because they raise 
a barrier between us and our Heav- 
enly Father. We must establish 
peace in our human relationships 
before we can know the sweetness 
of fellowship with the Lord. 

3. Temperance is our theme today, 
and its relevance to our Bible sub- 
ject needs no demonstration. The 
connection between liquor and crime 
is evident. One United States Dis- 
trict Judge has said: ‘‘About 75 
per cent of the criminal cases tried 
in my court involve liquor.’’ Intoxi- 
eants, however, not only incite 
people to acts of violence, but are 
also the occasion of a large propor- 
The 
drunk at the wheel is ever a poten- 
tial murderer. How many men to- 
day must harbor undying remorse 
because, after a social drink, they 
ran down and killed some unsuspect- 
ing pedestrian ! 

Is there safety in abstinence? The 
only real safety is in Christ. The 
human heart is so _ treacherous, 
passion is so strong, the Devil is so 
subtle, that we cannot count on 
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security out of salvation. The high- 
est compliment we can pay to our 
own personality is to link our lives 
with the strong Son of God, ac- 
knowledging Him as. our Redeemer, 
following Him as our Example, sub- 
mitting to Him as our Lord. Thus 
we shall know life at its best. 


JUNE 1, 1952 
Christ’s Standard of Moral 
Purity 
LESSON TEXT: Exodus 20:14; 
Matthew 5:27-32; 


Mark 10:2-9 
Golden Text: “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery” (Ex. 20:14). 

This will not be an easy lesson to 
teach: that we may as well admit. 
It will pose special problems for 
teachers of junior classes. It will 
demand courage tempered by re- 
straint from teachers of adults. Yet 
this is a subject upon which we dare 
not hold our peace. Youth needs to 
be warned against the snares of im- 
modesty’ and immorality. Men and 
women must be confronted with the 
evils of loose living and the impera- 
tives of personal purity for those 
who make a Christian profession. 
The present day decline in morals 
ealls for plain speaking from preach- 
ers and teachers alike. 

Our Lord indicated a high stand- 
ard of behavior between the sexes 
and gave a new emphasis to the in- 
violability of the marriage bond. 
Where He spoke we cannot remain 
silent. In an age when youth is sur- 
rounded by inducements to. misbe- 
havior and homes are broken and 
blighted by unfaithfulness to wed- 
ding vows, it is criminal to mince 
words. Perhaps no lesson this year 
will require more prayer prepara- 
tion than this one: prayer, in the 
first place, that we as teachers may 
be cleansed from all moral taint, and 
then that we may be given both 
grace and grit for the presentation 
of a difficult, but necessary, subject. 


Lesson Material 

The Seventh Commandment, fol- 
lowing. immediately upon the pro- 
hibition against taking life, indi- 
eates God’s evaluation of moral 
purity, of the indissolubility of the 
marriage tie, and of the sanctity of 
the home. Basically, it is a law 
against unfaithfulness in marriage; 
but from Christ’s exposition of it 
we may regard it as a directive 


‘against all forms of sexual mis- 


conduct. 

Our first New Testament portion 
is part of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Mt. 5:27-32). Jesus begins with 
the divine prohibition against the 
act of sin, but, speaking to His dis- 
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ciples, He probes behind the act to 
the thought that inspires it. Temp- 
tation comes to all, and temptation 
itself is not sinful. It is yielding to 
temptation which constitutes the 
offense, and this our Lord here con- 
demns. Not the passing glance, but 
the gaze of unrestrained desire is 
indicated: the surrender of mind 
and heart to forbidden passions. 
Lustful longings may have no op- 
portunity for satisfaction; but that 
does not exonerate the offender. It 
is a case of God’s taking the will for 
the deed: in His sight, to purpose a 
misdemeanor is the equivalent of 
perpetrating it. 

The language of verses 29-30 has 
been interpreted literally by some. 
Recently, in this country, a young 
man was put under restraint because 
of efforts at self-mutilation in a mis- 
taken interpretation of Christ’s 
words. Easterners, however, would 
not misunderstand. Our Lord . was 
advocating extreme measures of 
self-discipline. We cannot entirely 
avoid temptation, but we can abstain 
from pursuits and avoid companion- 
ships and forbid ourselves cireum- 
stances which occasion temptation. 
Augustine, long held in the grip of 
sin, found release in Romans 13:14 
—‘‘Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfill the lusts thereof.’’ 

Christ and Divorce 

The last verses of this portion 
may be read together with Mark 
10:2-9. In this second passage, the 
Pharisees were trying to involve our 
Lord in a statement on marriage 
and divorce which would seem to 
bring Him into conflict with the 
Mosaic law. We notice the skill of 
Christ’s appreach to the matter. He 
did not question the Mosaic pro- 
vision for divorce, but went behind 
Moses to the divine intention for 
marriage—‘‘ F'rom the beginning . . . 
What therefore God hath joined to- 
gether, let. no man put asunder.”’ 
Furthermore, He attributed the ac- 
tion of Moses to the ‘‘hardness of 
heart’’ of Israel. God’s ideal was not 
affected, however, neither was hu- 
man responsibility lessened. 

Mark tells us that the disciples 
returned to. the subject ‘‘in the 
house.’’ The matter of divorce was 
a live question in our Lord’s day. 
The concession of Moses had been 
abused until it could be asked: ‘‘Is 
it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife for every cause?’’ (Mt. 19:3). 
The flimsiest pretexts were enough 
to justify disposing of a wife. There 
are differences of opinion as to 
whether our Lord included the 
phrase ‘‘saving for the cause of 
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fornication’’ in His reply, or 
whether these words have been in- 
serted in the text. If we accept their 
validity, Christ’s insistence on the 
permanence of the marriage bond 
is not affected. Misconduct on the 
part of husband or wife breaks the 
contract and violates the relation- 
ship. On that ground, and on that 


alone, would Jesus permit divorce. - 


Jesus does not hesitate to accuse 
those who remarry after a so-called 
divorce as being guilty of adultery 
(Mt. 5:32; Mk. 10:11-12). If His 
words condemned those of His own 
day, what can we say of our times? 
It is terrible to contemplate the 
thousands of unions which have the 
approval of society but which, in 
God’s sight, are sinful. Surely there 
is no other point at which man’s 
law has drifted further away from 
God’s law than this. 

Lesson Plan 
1. High Standards for Conduct 
a. Ease-of decline 
b. § to attai 
2. Noble Ideals of Marriage 
a. God's program 
b. Man’s happiness 
3. Stern Words on Divorce 
a. Modern manners 
b. Abiding principles 

1. We have previously remarked 
that while God was giving the Ten 
Commandments on Sinai, Israel was 
breaking them in the plain below 
(Ex. 32). This illustration of human 
frailty casts its shadow upon every 
part of the decalogue. There is not 
one of the laws of God which men 
have not transgressed, and in too 
many cases human laws have been 
accommodated to human weakness 
rather than pitched to divine ideals. 
Even Moses discovered that the 
frailties of the Israelites prevented 
the fulfillment of God’s highest in- 
tentions. 

Christ, however, calls men to for- 








sake all lower standards. and make 
God’s principles their own. Instead 
of diluting the commandments ‘He 
reinforces them. Not only the act of 
sin comes under His condemnation ‘ ‘ 
but also the thought of sin. This 
being so, the impossibility of our 
performance of God’s requirements 
becomes more obvious. Not only 
what we do, but also what we think 
constitutes an offense. Such a reali- 
zation might well crush us; but in 
our despair the same Lord Jesus 
offers to put His Spirit in our 
hearts, renewing our natures, and 
giving us new powers by which we 
may become new creatures. As 
Christians we have the promise of 
divine enablement to make God’s 
ways our own. 

2. God demands high standards in 
the relationship of men to Himself. 
But He asks equally high standards 
of men in their relationship toward 
one another. Marriage is a human 
contract, but it is governed by 
divine laws. According to Jesus, sex 
was divinely instituted (Mk. 10:6) 
and marriage divinely approved and 
blessed (vs. 7-9). In the sight of 
God, wedding vows unite the con- 
tracting parties into an indissoluble 
unity—‘‘till death do us part’’ ex- 
presses His purpose for husband 
and wife. 

Such an insistence is surely for 
the guarantee of human happiness. 
It would be impossible to exaggerate 
the miseries which come from abuse 
of the marriage contract. The fam- 
ily and home can only survive on 
the basis of permanency. For the 
sake of the children and all con- 
cerned there must be that security 
which comes from an unbreakable 
bond. 

3. So accustomed have we become 
to divorce and remarriage that. the 
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words of our Lord have a startling 
severity about them. ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, causeth her 
to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her that is divorced com- 
mitteth adultery.’’ So slack have we 
become that the blessing of a church 
ceremony is given to unions which, 
in God’s sight, are not unions at all; 
few preachers have the courage to 
refuse to preside over services which 
make a mockery of the divine law. 
How necessary it is that God’s 
standards for marriage should have 
a fresh emphasis in our day! Young 
people contemplating marriage 
should be reminded that they are 
entering upon a contract which only 
Jeath can terminate. Couples con- 
sidering separation because of ‘‘in- 
compatibility of temperament’’ or 
on equally flimsy grounds need to 
be challenged with the solemnity of 
the vows which they have taken. 
Divorce laws need to be tightened 
rather than relaxed. And Christians 


need to reaffirm their conception of 
the sacredness of marriage by pro- 
viding the world with examples of 
marital faithfulness— and conse- 
quent happiness—which will serve 
to arrest the appalling trend of our 
times. The highest argument for 
exalted marriage ideals is the sub- 
lime statement of Ephesians 5 :22-33 
in which the relationship of husband 
and wife is compared with Christ’s 
re ationship to His church. 
JUNE 8, 1952 
Persons and Property 
LESSON TEXT: Exodus 20:15; 


Luke 16:1-12 
Golden Text: “Thou shalt not steal” (Ex. 
20:15). 

The attention of teachers is drawn 
to the additional passages suggested 
for this lesson: Luke 19:1-10 (the 
story of Zacchaevs) and 45-46 (the 
cleansing of the Temple). In devel- 
oping this lesson it is important that 
the divine law against dishonesty 
shovld be linked with positive teach- 
ing on the use of possessions. God 
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is concerned not only with how we 
gain wealth but also with how we 
expend it. 

The increase of bribery and graft 
in our time indicates the importance 
of plain speaking on God’s abhor- 
rence of all forms of crookedness. 
‘*A false balance is abomination to 
the Lord: but a just weight is His 
delight’’ (Prov. 11:1). If a per- 
sonal fortune or a country’s economy 
is built upon unfair practices, it 
is displeasing to God and will call 
forth His. judgments. Moreover, the 
spread of gambling calls for careful 
examination in the light of divine 
revelation that its evils may be 
known and young peop'e, in par- 
ticular, warned against its dangers. 

Lesson Material 

Our Lord’s parable of the unjust 
steward has given difficulty to ex- 
positors and occasioned some amaz- 
ing misunderstanding of His true 
meaning. It was a parable of vivid 
contrast, spoken to the disciples 
(v. 1), but within hearing of the 
Pharisees (v. 14) who were guilty 
of the very thing Jesus was de- 
nouncing. 

It is important to recognize that 
at no point did our Lord commend 
the action either of the unjust stew- 
ard or of his master, whom Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan regards as equally 
dishonest (Parables and Metaphors 
of our Lord). Note that in verse 8 it 
is not Jesus but the master of the 
steward who commends him for his 
scheme, surely indicating that the 
master’s standard of integrity was 
no higher than his employee’s. 

Found out in the misapplication 
of his master’s funds, the steward 
p-t his wits to work to provide for 
his future. Calling his lord’s debtors 
one by one, he reduced the record 
of their obligation thus winning 
their gratitude and insuring future 
hospitality for. himself in their 
homes. In the eyes of unregenerate 
men (and Jesus was telling the story 
from their point of view) that was © 
a smart thing to do. The man’s own 
boss thought so, although he was the 
loser. 

Coming to His application of this 
strange story (it may very well have 
been drawn from contemporary 
life), Jesus said: ‘‘ Worldlings show 
more sense in what they do than the 
servants of God. What this man 
abused (the mammon of unright- 
eousness, or, as we would say, 
filthy lucer), you should use for 
higher ends. This steward wanted a 
lodging for a time; you may so use 

your possessions to provide friends 
in eternity.’’ Quoting Dr. Morgan: 
“Tf all the acumen and business 
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_ability of the members of the Chris- 

tian Church were consecrated in the 
light as they are dedicated to the 
earth level, there would be no Mis- 
sionary Society problems.’’ That is 
the point: Money devoted to spir- 
itual ends is the greatest of all 
possible investments—it brings divi- 
dends in Heaven. 

Conversion and Restitution 

The story of Zacchaeus (Lk. 19 :1- 
10) shows how the Holy Spirit con- 
victs of dishonesty, transforms char- 
acter, and prompts to restitution. 
We do not know what transpired 
between the little publican and the 
Lord Jesus, but the result is clearly 
stated. Smitten in conscience, he 
confessed his sins of extortion, and 
promised to repay those he had de- 
frauded in excess of the sums in- 
volved. He not only realized his 
guilt but understood the enormity 
of it. Repentance could not be ade- 
quately expressed by saying: ‘‘I’m 
sorry.’’ Nothing less than a whole- 
hearted attempt to redress the 
wrongs inflicted would _ suffice. 
‘‘Fruits meet for repentance’’ in- 
deed! No wonder that Jesus said, 
‘*‘This day is salvation come to this 
house.’’ 

In the same chapter (vs. 45-46) 
we have the cleansing of the Temple 
—a judgment against men who had 
made the holy place into ‘‘a den of 
thieves.’’ Dishonesty is bad enough 
anywhere; but in the sanctuary it 
was a double offense to the Lord. 
Both these passages from Luke 19 
furnish the same lesson: that there 
ean be no place for practice which is 
unjtst and extortionate in those who 
profess religion. Paul, writing to 
Christians freshly won from pagan- 
ism, gave startling emphasis to this 
fact: ‘‘Let him that stole steal no 
more: but rather let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to 
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give to him that needeth’’ (Eph. 
4:28). 
Lesson Plan 
things we possess 
How They are Gained 
a. Dishonesty condemned 
b. Undesirable devices 
¢. Through honest effort 
2. How They are Employed 
a. For life’s needs 
b. For God's glory 
c. For others’ blessing % 

Nowhere does the Bible condemn 
the possession of personal property. 
Neither does it speak of money as 
‘*the root of all evil.’’ It is ‘‘the 
love of money’’ which is thus de- 
scribed. The man who owns prop- 
erty, whether little or great, must 
not be judged on the possessions 
themselves but on how he acquired 
them and how he uses them. These 
are the criteria of wealth applicable 
to rich and poor alike. 

1. Stealing—the appropriation for 
personal use of that which belongs 
to others—God plainly: condemns. 
The law of the land also forbids this 
and puts in jail those who are con- 
victed. The Christian conscience also 
recognizes stealing as wrong, and a 
known housebreaker would scarcely 
be admitted as a candidate for 
church membership. Yet people 
maintain their self respect and avoid 
punishment though they do things 
like the following: depriving em- 
ployers of salaried time by being 
late for work and extending lunch 
periods; withholding goods pur- 
chased from customers by giving 
under-weight, riding public vehicles 
without paying fares; and borrow- 
ing and retaining articles (especially 
books!) which belong to others. Are 
these things stealing? 

Increasing opportunities are avail- 
able today for acquiring money and 
things by methods of chance. Betting 
and gambling are prevalent, and 
even those who: know the evils in- 
volved excuse themselves for ‘‘a 
little flutter.’’ Every success in 
gambling is achieved at the expense 
of somebody else; it is economically 
wrong for it represents money 
gained without service rendered; it 
is destructive of character because 
it induces the idea that life’s prizes 
are the results of ‘‘luck’”’ and not 
the rewards of honest endeavor. 
Even radio jackpots are tainted in 
the same way; and many who have 
become suddenly rich by answering 
the $64 question have lived to re- 
gret their ‘‘good fortune.”’’ 

Only possessions acquired by hon- 
est effort of mind and muscle are 
truly honorable.’ Moreover, this ‘is 
the most satisfying kind of wealth. 
It induces gratitude to God for 
furnishing the means for ‘success. It 
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preserves. a sense of proportion be- 
tween service and reward. It induces 
appreciation for the contribution of 
others. It enriches the community 


since adequate returns are given for | 


gains realized. It provides a neces- 


sary contrast between Paul’s con- - 


vert who is charged to ‘‘labeur, 
working with his hands the things 
which is good,’’ and the unworthy 
steward of our Lord’s parable who 
said: ‘‘I cannot dig: to beg I am 
ashamed.’’ 

2. Money honestly acquired may 
also be honorably expended for the 
provision of life’s legitimate needs. 
With most people, the greater part 
of their income will be thus used. 
The support of home and loved ones 
is made a- Christian duty by Paul, 
who wrote: ‘‘If any provide not for 
his own, and specially for those of 


his own house, he hath denied the 


faith, and is worse than an infidel’’ 
(1 Tim. 5:8). Of course, a distine- 
tion may have to be drawn between 
legitimate needs and extravagance; 
and in this every man must. deter- 
mine his standards in the sight of 
God. (Profitable class discussion 
could be made on this distinction 
and where the 
drawn. ) 

‘hose who love the Lord recog- 
nize His right, not only to a portion 
of their goods, but also in the dis- 
posal of tne rest. Every expenditure 


suotld be made with His approval; , 


b.t part should be definitely set 
aside for His cause. There should 
be no legalism in this, no arbitrary 
dictation of percentages, no blanket 
rate enforced upon all regardless of 
cirecmstances. ‘he tithe should be 
accepted as God’s standard and 
certainly not as the limit, since for 
some a tithe would mean sacrifice 
whereas for others ‘it would be in- 
adequate.. There is only one’ New 
Testament law for giving: ‘‘Let 
every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God hath prospered him’’ 
(1 Cor. 16:2). 

Giving to God means giving for 
others. Paul called for honesty and 
hard work ‘‘that he may have to 
give to him that needeth.’’ We are 
not given the good things of life for 
selfish enjoyment but that we may be 
channels of blessing to others. This 
does not exclude relief of suffering 
or the alleviation of physical want, 
but it should certainly include the 
provision of spiritual help which is 
the peak of philanthropy. So our 
Lord indicated in his parable of the 
unjust steward. The best use of life ’s 
abi ndance is in populating God’s 
kingdom throvgh the preaching of 
the Gospel. Tur End 
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Genesis and Geology. By Charles 
Coulston Gillispie. Cambridge, Harvard 
University Press. 268p., Bibliographical 
Essay; Notes; Index. $4.50. 

An Assistant Professor at Princeton 
University, Mr. Gillispie has expanded 
his doctor’s thesis taken at Harvard into 
the present volume. It is a history of the 
relations of scientitic thought, natural 
theology, and social opinion in Great 
Britain before the days of Darwin (1790- 
1850). 

The general thesis of the book is that 
there was a real struggle between science 
and theology long before Darwin, and 
that earlier discoveries in science, par- 
ticularly in geology, had presented major 

not only to the book of 

Genesis, but even more seriously ‘to the 

traditional idea that Providence controls 

the order of nature with an eye to ful- 
filling a divine purpose. 

The author tries to be objective but 
all through the volume one can sense his 
attitude to be that the early men of 
science who truly believed in God and 
His providential interventions were 
rather naive fellows who had not had 
the advantages of later decades. “Science 
is generally thought of as excluding 
from its scope any higher meanings. 
When it ceases to do so, it ceases to be 
science and becomes philosophy.” 

It is true that many of the scientists 
of the early nineteenth century who were 
religious (I do not say Christian, for 
some of them were no more than Theists 
or Deists), did not know the Hebrew 
of Isaiah 45:18 which states that God 
did not create the earth as it is found in 
Genesis 1:2. The fact that there was the 
vast period of time between Lucifer’s 
fall and the six days of re-formation af 
the earth was always the heart of Bible 
teaching, but these men did not know it. 
Nor does Professor Gillispie. His book, 
then, turns out to be a record of the 
controversy between a group of sincere 
men, who were sincerely attempting to 
defend an interpretation of Scripture 
which in itself could never be defended 
against a more complete knowledge of 
Scripture. Gillispie, attempting to be 





very objective, stands off from his sub- 
ject and manages to convey the impres- 
sion that he has no opinion, but he tries 
so hard that his prejudice is revealed. 
Throughout his book he laughs and 
laughs at the scientists of the early part 
of the nineteenth century because they 
were scientifically wrong when judged 
by the science of the next generation. 
The remarkable thing is that he does not 
see that, ending his book on the note that 
Darwin was the final scientist, and that 
he is absolutely right, he has laid him- 
self open to the same ridicule: from the 
next generation, which already discards 
much of Darwin, and not from the point 
of view of religion. D.GB. 


The Bible Story. Marian M. Schoolland. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich. 119 p. 
$2.00. 

Marian M. Schoolland, popular author 
of Bible stories and nature stories for 
children, has prepared in this book a 
new approach toward helping children 
(ages 9-15) to grasp the meaning and 
purpose of the Bible narrative. 

“This book is intended to be a survey 
of Bible stories—a condensed account of 
the story of God’s dealings with man. 
The aim has been to portray God, as 
He revealed Himself and wrought salva- 
tion; therefore, the emotions and doings 
of men have been given second place.” 
The author has succeeded. In simple 
language the varied stories of Scripture 
are unified to present one continuous ac- 
count of God’s plan of redemption. This 
should make a fine gift for a young 
person. RN.O. 


Adoration. Devotions for Personal and 
Group Worship. By Virginia Ely. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. New York. 
172 p. Acknowledgments. $2.00. 

This is a book which will have many 
important uses. It can be used with 
profit by individuals as devotional read- 
ing—in the regular daily quiet time or 
in other periods of relaxation and medi- 
tation. It would be an excellent book to 
put in the hands of a convalescent. The 
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preacher will find it a veritable gold 
mine of illustrations, quotable poetry, 
and suggestive thoughts. Anyone who is 
called upon to lead group worship will 
have here forty-six made-to-order de- 
votional talks, suitable for special days 
and for ordinary occasions. There are 
meditations for Christmas, New Year, 
Mother’s Day, Easter, as well as upon 
such themes as salvation, Christian serv- 
ice, the Lord’s Supper, life after death, 
etc. 

Although the messages ‘ine meant to 
be practical rather than theological, they 
are true to the Scriptures, and empha- 
size the necessity of salvation by the 
atoning work of Christ upon the cross. 

The book is well written in a reverent 
manner by one who has been active in 
the Southern Baptist denomination. The 
author has the gift of outlining each 
meditation attractively and giving in a 
few words a message that speaks to the 


heart. H.W.O. 


Lectures on Ephesians. Louis T. Talbot. 
Wheaton, Illinois, Van Kampen Press, 
1937 (2nd Edition). $2.00. 

This reprint of Dr. Talbot’s exposition 
of Ephesians will be* welcomed by those 
Bible students, who were not fortunate 
enough to secure a copy of the first 
edition. The author in unfolding the 
magnificent truths of this church epistle, 
pursues a _ verse-by-verse technique, 
which progressively opens its cathedral- 
like vistas to the mind of the reader. Dr. 
Talbot displays a teacher’s gift in his 
ability to make profound truths com- 
prehensible. His well-chosen illustra- 
tions are most helpful in this direction. 

Chapter Five, with its comparison of 
the Jewish Tabernacle and Solomon’s 
Temple with the church, showing how 
the former foreshadows the latter, is 
sufficient in itself to render the book a 
most valuable possession. In this elabo- 
ration of the details of these ancient 
structures, we discern something of the 
marvelous precision of God’s instruc- 
tions concerning their structural effects 
and their furnishings. Nothing could be 
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‘more convincing of the supernatural 
character of Sacred Writ than what we 
find here. Without any taint of allegoriz- 
ing or labored alignment, the author un- 
folds in thrilling outline the typical 
significance of each article of furniture 
and each structural requisite of these 
divinely-planned institutions. The vol- 
ume of New Testament truth resident in 
these things is astounding. 

As a good, popular commentary on 
Ephesians for layman and minister alike, 
this volume will hardly be surpassed. 
GS. 


Early Christian Creeds. By J. N. :D. Kelly. 
New York (London); Longmans, Green 
& Co. 446 p., index. $4.00. 

The author of this volume is the Vice- 
Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford 
University. There is nothing comparable 
to it in the English language. The book 
is a scientific account of the development 
throughout the history of the church of 
the “official” statements declaring the 
Christian faith in its unity and full com- 
pass. The book is immensely learned, yet 
can be understood by the common man 
who wishes to know the story of the 
great creeds of the early church. 

Canon Kelly demonstrates that the 
early church was from the start a be- 
lieving, confessing, preaching church. He 
shows that even in the time of the New 
Testament there was a recognized body 
of teaching which was beginning already 
to harden into conventional summaries. 
He quotes ‘such passages as Paul’s out- 
line of the Gospel in the opening verses 
of the fifteenth of first Corinthians, and 
similar passages in the New Testament as 
being the earliest formularies of creeds, 
and concludes his section on the creedal 


clement in the New Testament with the 


following firm declaration: “A host of 
other passages stamped .with the same 
lineaments might be quoted. In all of 
them there is no trace of fixity so far 
as their wording is concerned, and none 
of them constitutes a creed in any or~ 
dinary sense of the term. Nevertheless 
the Trinitarian ground-plan obtrudes it- 
self obstinately throughout, and its pres- 
ence is all the more striking because 
more often than not there is nothing in 
the context to necessitate it. The im- 
pression inevitably conveyed is that the 
conception of the three-fold manifesta- 
tion of the Godhead was embedded 
deeply in Christian thinking from the 
start, and provided a_ ready-to-hand 
mould in which the ideas of the apos- 
tolic writers took shape. If Trinitarian 
creeds are rare, the Trinitarian pattern 
which was to dominate all later creeds 
was already part and parcel of the Chris- 
tian tradition of doctrine.” 

In a very scholarly way Canon Kelly 
gives a rapier thrust to the higher critical 
theories of the nineteenth century which 
denied the inspiration of the Bible and 
attempted to put the basis of Christian 
truth into legends adopted in later cen- 
turies. I will quote a paragraph and 
insert my own remarks in parenthesis. 
“The force of these and similar consid- 
erations (ie., the rationalizations of the 
liberal scholars who denied the Biblical 
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sources. of orthodox dogma) is at first 
sight impressive. It is therefore scarcely 
-surprising that during the great efflores- 
cence of creedal studies between 1860 
and 1914 opinion hardened decisively 
against the tradition of primitive creed. 
The prevailing temper, it must be re- 
membered, under the influence of men 
like Harnack (who denied fundamental 
Christianity to the point where we must 
consider him as a humanist studying 
Christianity and not as a Christian ex- 
plaining it), was dominated by a pe- 
culiar theory of Christian origins (i.e., 
the evolutionary hypothesis carried over 
into religious studies). A sharp antithesis 
was often drawn between the Spirit- 
guided, spontaneous New Testament 
phase and the second-century epoch of 
incipient formalism and _institutional- 
ism. So long as this was the accepted 
historical framework (which seems to in- 
dicate that Kelly rejects the higher criti- 
cal, evolutionary approach), there was 
no room for anything like a full-dress 
creed at the nursery-stage of Christian- 
ity. The majority of scholars—theré were, 
it is true some notable exceptions—de- 
cided that formulated creeds in any 
admissible sense of the term did not 
come into existence until the middle 
of the second century, or possibly a little 
earlier. .. . The history of creeds was 
the -history of the enlargement of these. 
brief asseverations (such as, ‘Jesus is 
Lord,’ or ‘Jesus is the Son of God,’), 
through the exigencies of controversy or 
the evolution of the mature theology of 
Catholicism.” That Kelly rejects the 
higher-critica] approach and conclusions 
is further indicated in a foot note on 
this page. Among the “notable excep- 
tions” to the majority of the scholars, he 
ists, “E. g. A. Seeberg, whose much 
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neglected Der Katechismus der Urchris- 
tenheit (Leipsiz, 1903) laid the founda- 
tions of an entirely new and much more 
profitable approach to the subject.” 

In a fascinating section of the book, 
Canon Kelly sets forth that the creeds 
existed but were not written down, and 
for the following reasons. The church 
was passing through times of great per- 
secution. Men were being martyred for 
their faith. At the time of giving bap- 
tism to converts the latter were trained 
and initiated into the truths of the faith 
and learned the creeds by heart. These 
served as secret passwords to permit 
entrance into Christian meetings, and ap- 
proach to the communion table. A spy 
would not have known the creed. All in 
all a most interesting and profitable book, 
which will enlarge the mind and il- 
luminate the knowledge of any minister 
or of any educated Christian who wishes 
to be well-informed. DGB. 
Ged Remembers. Charles L. Feinberg. 

Van Kampen, Wheaton, Ill. 293 p. $3.00. 

“Every. commentary is of necessity 
written from a definite theological ap- 
proach to the Scriptures. The author 
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maintains throughout this volume the 
orthodox, traditional viewpoint of the 
Bible. His interpretation of Holy Writ is. 
the premillennial and dispensational.” In 
this clear way Dr. Feinberg shows his 
colors as he approaches the study of the 
book of Zechariah. 

Dr. Charles Feinberg is well equipped 
for this study. Born of orthodox Jewish 
parents, he studied Hebrew and related 
subjects for fourteen years preparing to 
become a rabbi. The author has a fine 
command of Hebrew and cognate lang- 
uages, and this fact enriches this careful, 
considered work. 

According to Dr. Feinberg, the theme 
of Zechariah is that Jehovah remembers, 
and He will bless at the set time. The 
objective of the prophet is to console and 
comfort weary and worn Israel. In in- 
terpreting the various visions and bur- 
dens, the author sets forth the varied 
opinions of other commentators and then 
the reason for his own interpretation. 

Any student of the Word desiring in- 
sight into Zechariah should read this 
book. 


RN.O. 
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ISAIAH 53. A Devotional and Exposi- 
tory Study. By Edward J. Young. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 1952. 91p. $1.50. 
Here is a brand new book given en- 

tirely to the exposition of a chapter of 
a very old book. The message of the 
old book is seen, however, to be as 
fresh and significant for our time as for 
the time in which it. was written. In- 
deed, it has meaning for us which it 
could have only in part for those to 
whom it first came. And this exposition 
by Dr. Young makes its meaning even 
clearer and more important to us. 

The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is a 
portion of Scripture which the Christian 
has long cherished and often read. This 
chapter will be of greater delight and 
deeper meaning than ever before to one 
who reads and studies this devotional 
and expository study of it. It is easy to 
follow as the author takes up verse by 
verse. The language is clear. Best of all, 
the heart of one who loves the Lord 
beats upon every page. ~ 

Dr. Edward J. Young is eminently 
qualified to write on this wonderful 
portion of Scriptures—both as an 
earnest believer and as a di ed 
stholar. He is professor of Old Testa- 
ment at Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary, Philadelphia. He is widely known 
as probably the most outstanding con- 
servative commentator on the Old 
Testament today. Much weight is given 
to his interpretation by virtue of the 
fact that he: is able to answer the 
attacks made upon the Christian under- 
standing of Isaiah 53, and upon the 
traditionally held view regarding the 
author of this prophecy. Of course, Dr. 
Young regards God as the ultimate 
source of Isaiah 53, who spoke through 
His prophet, Isaiah. 

This book by Dr. Young will serve 
the Christian well in turning back the 
thrusts of the enemy against the Word 
of God. At the same time, he. will find 
Dr. Young leading him into a place of 
genuine worship of the Son of God who 
loved us and gave Himself for us. 
H.W.O. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 15) 
student body with the cynical, im- 
moral doctrine that one must win 

at all costs.’’ 
Russell 


Tobey quotes James 


Lowell, in his answer to Guizot, the - 


French historian, who asked how 
long the American Republic would 
endure. ‘‘Sir,’’ Lowell replied, ‘‘it 
will endure just as long as the ideals 
and principles of its founders re- 
main dominant in the hearts of its 
people.’’ If that is the case, the 
republic will not long endure. 
Though there are seven thousand 
who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal, there are multitudes who have, 
and those multitudes are organized 
for crime, greed, 
power. 

All that Christians can do is ery 
warning, and live above it all, rais- 
ing our children to be aware of the 
fact that they are in the world but 
not of it, and that they must have 
the ideals of Heaven, even though 
they must live in the world that 
erucified Christ. 


JESUIT STATEMENT 

La Civilita Cattolica is the official 
Jesuit journal, published in Italian, 
in Rome. In a recent issue, the Rev. 
F. Cavallie, S.J. (the initials refer 
to his membership in the Jesuit 
order, the ‘‘Society of. Jesus’’), 
gives us one of the clearest and most 
emphatic statements of Roman 
Catholic arrogance and official 
policy. Remember that the state- 
ments made in the following para- 
graphs are valid for Catholics in the 
United States, even if some Catho- 
lic tries to tell you that they are not. 
Cavallie writes: 

*“‘The Roman Catholic Church, 
convinced through its divine pre- 
rogatives, of being the only true 
church, must demand the right. to 
freedom for herself alone, because 
such a right can only be possessed 
by truth, never by error. As to other 
religions, the church will certainly 
never draw the sword, but she will 
require that by legitimate means 
they shall not be allowed to propa- 
gate false doctrine. Consequently, 
in a state where the majority of the 
people are Catholic, the chureh will 
require that legal existence be 
denied to error, and that if religious 
minorities actually exist, they shall 
have only a de facto existence with- 
out opportunity to spread their be- 
liefs. If however, actual circum- 
stances, either due to government 
hostility or the strength of the dis- 
senting groups, makes the complete 
application of this principle im- 
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possible, then the-(Catholic) church 
will require for herself all possible 
concessions, limiting herself to ac- 
cept, as a minor evil, the de jure 
toleration of other forms of worship. 

‘*In some countries, Catholics will 
be obliged to ask full religious free- 
dom for all, resigned to being forced 
to cohabitate where they alone 
should rightfully be allowed to live. 
But in doing this, the church does 
not renounce her thesis, which re- 
mains the most imperative of her 
laws, but merely adapts herself to 
de facto conditions, which must, be 
taken into account in practical af- 
fairs. Hence, arises the great scandal 
among Protestants, who tax the 
Catholics with refusing to ‘others 
freedom and even de jure toleration, 
in all places where they are in the 
majority, while they lay claim to it 
as a right when they are in minority. 
. . . We ask Protestants to under- 
stand that the Catholic Church 
would betray her trust if she were 
to proclaim, theoretically and prac- 
tically, that error can have the same 
rights as truth, especially where the 
supreme duties and interest of man 
are at stake. The church cannot 
blush for her own want of tolerance, 
as she asserts it in principle and 
applies it in practice.’’ 


SALVATION ARMY RELIEF REJECTED 

In the village of Papozze, near 
Ferrara, Italy, the Salvation Army 
had a relief kitchen and distributed 
600 bowls of soup a day. The police 
commissioner of the district ordered 
the closing of the kitchen and the 
removal of the personnel. When the 
mayor protested to the commissioner 
he received a reply to the effect that 
the Pontifical Commission on relief 
would take care of the refugees. 
After some ;weeks they had not yet 
done so. 


RUSSIAN ADVANCE 

Sometimes readers of Eternity 
are not aware of the far-reaching 
nature of some of the comments we 
make in this column, or in our 
Tomorrow articles. In our January, 
1951, issue, casting up the -events 
of the year, 1950, we reported that 
the Communists had _ penetrated 
into south China, and that they were 
now standing on the border of Indo- 
china. We pointed out that the rail- 
road had been driven all the way 
to the border, so that it was then 
possible to take freight cars all the 
way from Moscow to the frontiers 
of Indochina. Since this railroad 
had no reason for existence other 
than for war purposes against Indo- 
china, we said that the Reds had 
designs on that land, and that we 
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were to look for pressure at that 
point as soon as the heat was off in 
Korea. We further pointed out that 
Chinese troops were there in large 
numbers and ready to advance at 
the signal from Moscow. We re- 
peated these warnings in the Janu- 
ary, 1952, issue, published in De- 
cember, 1951. 

Now, on January Ist, 1952, the 
Continental Daily Mail, Paris branch 
of the famed London daily, printed 
these same facts, and, on January 
7, published the following: ‘‘The 
Continental Daily Mail’s exclusive 
report on January Ist, that Chinese 
Communist troops are massing in 


. Ominous numbers on the Indo- 


Chinese border in preparation for 
an eventual invasion has caused 
wide-spread interest and comment. 
It came as no surprise to French or 
American military circles; indeed, 
two days after the report was pub- 
lished, a Washington dispatch an- 
nounced that America’s Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff, following French 
appeals, were studying plans to 
meet the possibility of a Chinese 
attack on Indochina. But it did 
provoke angry cries in the Com- 
munist Press who airily dismissed 
it as ‘imagination.’ ”’ 

The Editor of Evternrry had 
pieced together his information from 
conversations with returning mis- 
sionaries, from a conversation with 
a Christian who is a very high- 
placed member of the secret service 
of one of the allied nations, and 
from various news items in the 
world press. In addition to. this 
information which readers of this 
magazine have had from the begin- 
ning, we are calling especial atten- 
tion to the oceupation of Tibet by 
the Communists. We believe that 
the foree which controls Tibet can 
control Asia, including both China 
and India, and we should not forget 
that the forces of Russia approach- 
ing Persia (Iran) have practically 
put in place the two jaws of a 
pincers on India. 


The Book of Revelation 


“Few of the commentaries 
that have been written on this 
profound and mysterious book 
are as sound and as simple as 
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CRISIS IN JAPAN 
(Continued from page 17) 
Japanese mind is not exclusive. 
Many Japanese are loyal Shintoists, 
religious Buddhists, and confirmed 
Confucianists all at the same time. 
One of the high government officials 
used to remind his friends that on 
Sundays he was a Christian and 
went to church and on other days 
he was a government official and 
went to the Shinto shrines. He was 
apparently conscientious in his state- 
ments and saw no inconsistency in 
them. A good many Japanese Chris- 
tian pastors must have followed 
along the same lines, for while tens 
of thousands of Christians in Korea 
were arrested and tortured for their 
refusal to attend shrine ceremonies, 
the number of Christians in Japan 


_ who met the same fate was almost 


negligible. 
THE PRESENT SITUATION 

General Douglas McArthur’s 
statesmanlike handling of the situa- 
tion in Japan after the surrender 
won him the admiration and acclaim 
both of the conquerors and of the 
defeated foe. His formal declaration 
of separation of religion and the 
state, together with the declaration 
of the Emperor that he was in no 
sense divine, made impressions on 
the people of Japan that are hard 
for us to realize or appreciate. For 
centuries religion had been inex- 
tricably mixed up with all the affairs 
of government, as for centuries the 
Japanese had been brought up on 





the myth that the Emperor was di- 
vine and that therefore no com- 
moner ever had the right to look 
upon his august face. At:one moment 
all that was declared out of the way 
as a thing of the past. As a result 
the Shinto shrines were almost de- 
serted and many had high hopes that 
the nation would become Christian- 
ized to a large extent: But it was 
not long before fhe pendulum began. 
to swing back in the other direction. 

Mr. Mitsup Fuchita, the Japanese 
ace who commanded the planes 
which made the attack on Pearl Har- 
bor, was recently led to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour and 
has been greatly used to witness - 
to his own people concerning his 
new-found faith. He recently made 
the remark that the Americans 
should bear the responsibility for 
the recent swing back to Shinto, 
inasmuch as they were responsible 
for the rearming of the Japanese. 
He then went on to explain his mean- 
ing by pointing out that Shinto has 
always been regarded as the source 
of patriotism and the secret of the 
army’s success and that therefore 
with the army being once again 
brought into being that was the 
natural result. 

THE RESURGENCE OF SHINTO 

Today Shinto again is on the 
march and the fact must be faced 
that the American army has not 
been discouraging it. I was taken 
past new barracks in which Asmeri- 
can forces are now billeted and was 
told that when these barracks were 
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dedicated it was with’ Shinto cere- 
monies, conducted by Shinto priests 
in their traditional garb. We should 
remember that every Shinto cere- 
mony opens with music played on 
flutes and then as the second item 
on every printed program, the De- 
seent of the Spirits takes place and 
they are supposed to be present to 
receive the offerings and to hear the 
prayers read. The closing number 
also is the Ascent of the Spirits, 
after which the ceremony is closed. 
In some of the Japanese daily news- 
papers was an account given of the 
dedication of a heating plant in some 
army barracks. The photograph was 
shown of an American major adding 
a shovelful of coal to the blaze 
which had been lit in honor of the 
spirit of fire. His participation in 
the ceremony was of course greatly 
appreciated by both Shinto priests 
conducting the ceremony and the 
Japanese people at large. 

Recently Mr. Yoshida, the pre- 
mier, went in person to Yasukuni 
Military Shrine to worship the war 
dead and sent the secretary of his 
political party, Mr. Masuda, to the 
Grand Shrine at Ise to report to the 
imperial ancestors the signing of the 
Japanese Treaty. Mr. Masuda stated 
that he was a Christian but went 
to the grave of his ancestor. Mr. 
Yoshida stated that before going to 
the shrine of the war dead he re- 
ceived permission from General 
Headquarters in Tokyo to do so and 
it was published in the Japanese 
newspapers that he went with per- 
mission of SCAP. An editorial in 
the Jihit Shimpo, an influential Jap- 
anese newspaper, in writing with 


approval of the Cabinet ministers’ 
going en bloc to the State Shrine of 
Yasukuni, said, ‘‘Not only the be- 
reaved families of the war dead but 
the whole nation will be glad that 


the festival of the Yasukuni Shrine 
is conducted with the attendance of 
the Cabinet ministers for the first 
time since the end of the war. It 
symbolizes a natural flow of feelings 
to thank the spirits of the war dead, 
though the military excess before 
and during the war invited the oc- 
cupation restrictions. We hope that 
a memorial day will be set aside for 
expressing thanks to the war dead. 
The day should be free of Shinto 
coloring so that even devout Chris- 
tians can participate.”’ 

A few months ago instructions 
were. sent down to the schools from 
the Ministry of Education, ordering 
the principals to require their stu- 
dents to perform ‘‘Mokuto,’’ which 
is silent prayer to or for the spirits 
of the dead. These instructions 
would seem to indicate that the 
declaration of separation of religion 
and the state is rapidly becoming a 
dead letter and one wonders how 
much further things will go. 

THE JAPANESE CHURCH 

A saddening thing is the attitude 
taken by many of the Japanese 
Church leaders on these questions. 
Several of the pastors of the Kyodan 
(the National Union Chureh of 
Japan, which was formed on orders 
of the government during the war 
and into which practicaHy all the 


‘larger denominations entered) have 


openly recommended that Christians, 
instead of destroying their Butsu- 
dans (a specially constructed box 
through which Buddha and the 
spirits of the ancestors are wor- 
shiped) place within it a cross and 
the names of the ancestors written 
on thin wooden slips, to be placed 
within the cross. ‘‘In this way the 
spirit of Christianity can be breathed 
into Japanese Buddhists who have 
made Buddha images but neglected 
to put a real spirit into then. = i. 
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another ‘‘Christian’’ publication the 
statement was. made the imperial 
rescripts were on a level with the 
Scriptures. A number of the mis- 
sionaries have -had the courage to 
write* letters protesting the require- 
ments made in the public schools 
that the children engage in silent 
prayer to the spirits of the dead. 
There was an immediate attack on 
them in the newspapers, advising 
them not to attempt to interfere 
with age-old national customs. The 
phraseology and sentiments were al- 
most word for word a repetition of 
the articles which appeared in the 
Japanese newspapers concerning the 
missionaries who were taking a 
stand against the enforced attend- 
ance of the children of both govern- 
ment, mission and church schools at 
the Shinto ceremonies which were 
being inaugurated in Korea. 


The situation is a serious one in 
every sense of the word. As far as 
I have heard, no Japanese Chris- 
tians protested against their chil- 
dren taking part in the observance 
of Mokuto. At present it seems too 
much to hope that the Japanese 
Church or any part of it will have 
the conviction or the courage neces- 
sary for taking any formal action 
on the matter, and the whole issue 
will very likely go by default. A 
number of the foreign missionaries 
have as individuals signed a protest 
which appeared in the daily news- 
papers and a committee has been 
formed to consult some of the offi- 
cials concerned on the question. 
However, only a very few of the 
Missions have taken any action and ’ 
there seems very great danger that 
the whole Japanese Church and 
Christian movement in that country 
may drift into an attitude of com- 
promise and ‘defeat before the seri- 
ousness of the issue is realized, either 
there or in this land. With the many 
new young missionaries going out to 
Japan these days, there is a very 
great need that we remember them 
most earnestly in our prayers that 
they may be given discernment, cour- 
age, and wisdom as they face this 
strong movement back to the former 
condition when state and religion 
were so inextricably mixed and that 
they be made strong to take a stand 
against the spirit of compromise, 
which has always been so prevalent 
among the Japanese, to the estab- 
lishing of a pure chureh that will 
radiate the glory of the Gospel of 
Christ amid the darkness of super- 
stition and idolatry which are again 
becoming militant in Japan. 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 19) 


Paul’s reason is easy to see. He was 
addressing a church which num- 
bered among its members persecuted 
and suffering slaves. There is more 
than one instance in Roman history 
of vast households of slaves haled 
to death and torture because one of 
their number had killed his master. 
In the crushed and tormented minds 
of Rome’s slave population, grim 
temptations to violence and passion- 
ate revenge found ready lodging- 
place. Paul does not deny the bitter- 
ness of the wrong suffered. Slavery, 
like all other social wrong, in due 
time exacts its reward. So the 
Southern States of America found. 
So Rome found, when she perished 
at last’ under a sea of invading 
barbarians. 

Let wronged men, said Paul, in 
effect, do nothing. Let them but 
stand out of the way. God needs a 
clear field, and in due time will 
enforce His changeless law. ‘‘Give 
place to wrath’’ means precisely 
that. The same expression is used 
in Ephesians 4:26, ‘‘do not leave 
room for the Devil’’; in Acts 25:16, 
‘fan opportunity to defend him- 
self’’; and in Hebrews 8:7 and 12: 
17 (‘‘place,’’ A.V.). For ‘‘wrath’’ 
see 1 Thessalonians 2 :16. 


NO FOLDED HANDS. 
VERSES TWENTY and 
TWENTY-ONE. 

But if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink, for in so doing you will be 
piling burning coals upon his head. 
Do not be conquered by evil. Con- 
quer it by good. 

The second verse puts the first 
into a general precept, indeed, sums 
up the chapter. Paul dislikes an 
ethical vacuum, The only true road 
to Christian character is along the 
line of positive action. Sophrosune, 
as we have seen, is before Paul’s 
mind throughout the chapter. Hence 
this positive interpretation of the 
two earlier verses. The drift of 
thought is like this. ‘‘Live, if pos- 
sible, at peace. It may not be pos- 
sible, but let no initiative in evil 
come from you. More than that, let 
there be no attempt at a riposte 
against those from whom the initia- 
tive comes. God, in due course, will 
see you vindicated. Stand back, do 
nothing. Or rather, do some positive 
good. Evil can never overcome evil. 
It can only mate with it to produce 
its kind. Good is an antidote.’’ Paul 
wants no saints with folded hands. 
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There is always, in his mind, a 
practical and active course for a live 
Christian to follow. Let him try it 
in this hardest of all spheres. It 
may prove an effective method of 
evangelism. That is what the last 
half of verse 20, a painfully mis- 
quoted saying, means. The quota- 
tion is from Proverbs 25 :21, 22. The 
‘*eoals of fire’’ are pains of shame 
and self-reproach, and the proper 
fruit of such mental travail is 
repentance. So both Jerome and 
Augustine understood Paul’s mean- 
ing, and it accords with Paul’s 
positive and purposeful outlook. 
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God’s people . . . 
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
(Continued from page 25) 
glory and triumph to reign with Him 

tor ever. 

He was raised again because of our 
justification. This is, I believe, the 
true meaning of Romans 4:25. I 
know well that the next line of the 
hymn which I quoted a moment ago, 
reads, 

Rising He justified, freely, forever 

but I believe that the poet needed to 
make his line, and brought our justi- 
fication away from the cross. and into 
the resurrection. If you could listen 
to me as I sing hymns, generally 
under my breath, you would find that 
| frequently recast their thought. 
Theology does not run in iambic 
pentameters, rhyming in alternate 
lines! The Lord Jesus Christ was 
raised from the dead because we had 
been justified by God on the grounds 
of the work of the cross. The resur- 
rection life is to flow out of that which 
was accomplished at Calvary. It is 
our identification with His death that 
makes possible our identification with 
His resurrection. 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead”—ye died and are 
identified with Him in His resurrec- 
tion, so that “your life”— your resur- 
rection life—‘is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:1-3). 
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MEDITATIONS 

(Continued from page 21) 
comprehend that we are to bring every 
phase of our being into subjection. 
LORD, MAY WE SET OUR AFFECTIONS ON 
THINGS ABOVE. 
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SUCH AS | LOVE (27:4) 

It is a sad thing when the body is al- 
lowed to be on top of the soul. Paul said, 
“I keep my body under, and bring it into 
subjection; lest by any means after having 
preached to others I should myself be a 
castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). This love of 
venison was the cause of the deception and 
the hatred that was about to be displayed. 
We remember that we saw (25:28) that 
Esau was loved because his father did eat 
of his venison. The strong, vigorous boy 
who was able to stalk a deer, and whose 
arrow went straight to the mark, was 
preferred over the boy who was soft- 
spoken and home-loving. An appetite can 
be the undoing of a life, and we discover 
that this love of food in Isaac was passed 
on to his son Esau, who sold his birthright 
for a mess of pottage. 

LORD, PUT A GUARD ON ALL OUR APPETITES. 


May 18 

THAT MY SOUL MAY BLESS THEE (27:4) 
his was arrant rebellion against God. 
Before the boys had been born God had 
announced His will with respect to the 
blessing. “The elder shall serve the younger 
. . Jacob have I loved and Esau have I 
hated.” This does not necessarily mean that 
Esau was lost, but that, nationally, the 
blessings were not to pass through him. 
Isaac had every right to love Esau, but no 
right to wish for him the blessing of the 
birthright. That was God’s to give in 
sovereign grace. Many parents do not 
comprehend that they have no right to bless 
their own children according to their own 
desires. I believe that the whole Bible 
would give weight to the idea that a 


” Christian parent is sinning if he leaves an 


estate to an unsaved child. What we have 
belongs to the Lord and it is not ours to 
pass on to those who will misuse it. 

LORD, WE COMMIT TO THEE OUR CHILDREN. 


AND REBEKAH HEARD (27:5) May 19 
‘A mother gives tone to the home, and 
Rebekah was a deceitful, proud and selfish 
woman. She wanted her will and not the 
Lord’s. The whole pattern of deceit that is 
set forth in this chapter would make us 
think that she was the type of woman who 
would listen at keyholes, and would use 
every scrap of information for her own 
selfish advantage. Moreover, we shall see 
her total lack of faith in the Lord’s promise, 
for if she had been willing to wait the 
Lord would have given the birthright bless- 
ing in His own time and way. Not for one 
moment can we sanction the idea that the 
end justified the means, or that Rebekah 
and Jacob had the right to do evil that 
good might come. The whole transaction 
was vile and hateful in the extreme. 
LORD, HELP US TO REALIZE THE SUBTLETY 


OF SIN. 
20 


REBEKAH SPAKE UNTO JACOB (27:5) 

Can we say that Rebekah really loved 
Jacob when she was willing to distort his 
character, and teach him fraud, lying, and 
hypocrisy before God and faithlessness to 
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his own father? It may have been love of 
a sort, but it was not intelligent love which 
surrenders the loved one and all his in- 
terests into the hands of the Heavenly 
Father who is able to take care of all those 
who put their trust in Him. Rebekah’s love 
was not true mother love but “smother 
love” which was fattening her own pride 
by the success, of her favored son. Her 
action was to cost her son twenty years of 
wandering and bring him into perils and 
dangers for which his sheltered life at 
Rebekah’s side had not prepared him. 
LORD, TEACH US TO LOVE IN TRUTH. 


OBEY MY VOICE (27:8) ay 28 

er has no right to command a 
child to sin. A child has a right to disobey 
a mother who commands sin. If a child 
obeys a mother and commits sin at her 
command, the Lord God holds the mother 
responsible. The weight of judgment that 
is going to fall upon mothers of our day 
(and other days also, in all probability) is 
incalculable. How many mothers are more 
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interested in physical graces for the chil- 
dren than spiritual grace! The New Testa- 
ment says, “Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord, for this is right” (Eph. 6:1), and 
“this is well-pleasing unto the Lord” (Col. 
3:20). The parent should comprehend that 
the purpose of discipline is to make obedi- 
ence to the invisible Father an easier mat- 
ter. A child who has been in true subjection 
to his parents will find it easy to transfer 
that subjection to the Lord. The undisci- 
plined child slips easily into unbelief and sin. 
LORD, DISCIPLINE US THAT WE MIGHT DIS-. 
CIPLINE. 

May 22 
1 WILL MAKE THEM SAVORY MEAT (27:9) 

It is possible to lie even by cooking. 
Honor and uprightness come from the soul 
and exhibit themselves in every outworking 
of the whole being. This is why the Lord 
has revealed that to Him a false balance is 
an abomination, but that a just weight is 
His delight. (Prov. 11:1). The Chinese put 
intricate work into the hidden parts of 
their carvings because they say that the 
gods can see there. If heathen men can 
comprehend such a truth, how much more 
should we realize that the Lord must, by 
the very nature of His being, demand truth 
in the inward parts (Psa. 51:6). This will 
manifest itself by our giving a full day’s 
work for a full day’s wages, if we are 
employed, and by our giving pure mer- 
chandise, sixteen ounces to the pound or 
thirty-six inches to the yard. Even our 
cooking will satisfy the Lord. 

LORD, MAY WE DO ALL THINGS AS UNTO 
THEE. 

May 23 
MY FATHER PERADVENTURE WILL FEEL ME 
(27:12) 

Jacob had lived long enough with his 
parents to know that there was an atmos- 
phere of suspicion, and that no one trusted 
the other members of the family. He ex- 
pected to be examined, and was beginning 
to prepare the way for the great deceit. © 
How weak are even the best of men when 
they are brought into temptation! Without 
doubt Jacob and his mother were both 
ready to justify their actions on the grounds 
that they were working for that which had 
been divinely announced, and that, there- 
fore, it was right to help bring to pass 
that which was in the divine purpose. The 
argument is as false as to say that one may 
steal because the money is to be used in a 
good cause, or to say that we may be evil 
because the Bible says that wicked men 


‘shall wax worse and worse. We must 


examine ourselves (1 Cor. 11:28), and then 
we shall not fear being examined. 

LORD, TURN ON US THE X-RAY OF THY 
WORD. 


May 24 

| SHALL SEEM TO HIM AS A DECEIVER (27:12) 
In fact, Jacob, you would, if caught, 
seem to him as a downright liar and cheat. 
We are so timid about judging ourselves. 














ve Feu oot’ wee ewe. UCU 






DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, Moody °21, has been pastor of 
Cazenovia Park Baptist Church of Buffalo, New York, for 
27 years. The understanding of the Word of God 
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“Youre too young 


9 


to leave home...’ 


“Those were my father’s words to me when “There I had fellowship with happy, 
I finished high school. Obeying his wishes, 1 earnest Christian young people, who were ; 
studied at the State Teachers College in my Seeking the Lord’s guidance for their life 
home city. But after teaching school fora  W°rk. There I was given Bible training to 
couple of years, I decided I must put myself supplement my earlier years under godly 


, ; parents and a faithful pastor. There I re- 
ina place where I could more easily find the 6d a chall enge that increased my love 
Lord’s will for my life. 


for missions. There I was assigned practical 


‘Attendance at Bible conferencesandcon- _—_ work that introduced me to every kind of 
tacts with many missionaries had aroused _ Christian activity and witness. 
. . ee . 
in me a love for missions. At the same time While I thank God for later graduate 


studies in a seminary and university, I 
would not, for all of these studies, give up 
the inspiration, the counsel, the guidance of 


I was not sure whether God was calling me 
to any particular field of Christian service. 


Where could I go for additional training 
that would be beneficial to my life and testi- 
mony at home or abroad—in Christian or 
secular work? Only one place seemed right 


my MBI days. 

“If you are wondering where God wants 
you, a course at MBI will help you to know 
His plan for your future. It will truly be 












—Moody Bible Institute! time well invested.” 





AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK of student 
life at Moody Bible Institute is yours for the 
asking. With it you'll receive a catalog, which gives a complete 
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Human language contains different words 
for almost every sin: one set of words to 
be used when the sin is committed by 
someone else, another set of words wheh 
the sin is committed by one’s self. What 
you call avarice in another you call thrift 
in yourself. What you call profligacy in 
another you call generosity in yourself. 
Another gossips; you are interested in 
human nature. Another cheats; you re- 
freshed your memoty. O, Jacob, if you 
had been willing to call things by their 
right .names, maybe you would have fied 
in horror to your father’s tent, to tell him 
the whole diabolical plot, and to remind 
him that God had said that the blessing 
was to be yours. 

LoRD, GIVE US HONESTY WITH OURSELVES, 


UPON ME BE THY CURSE (27:13) May 25 

How far can stubborn self-will go? How 
seared can a conscience be? There is, in 
the language of Rebekah, a fierceness of 
self-desire that is horrifying to see. That a 
woman would be. willing to take a curse 
upon herself in order that her child should 
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have a speedier possession of something 
which was sure and certain to him by the 
promise of God is almost beyond under- 
standing. Perhaps we can only explain it 
by the thought that Rebekah had blinded 
herself to believe that she was the fulfiller 
of the command and. purpose of God, and 
that it was not only her pleasure but her 
bounden duty to see to it that the promise 
of God was fulfilled then and there by the 
deceitful means which she would concoct. 
There was in her actions and words the 
frenzy of trembling unbelief. 

LORD, GIVE US A QUIET, SETTLED TRUST. 


May 26 
GOODLY RAIMENT UPON JACOB (27:15) 

The masquerade has begun. The young 
man chosen to carry on Messiah’s line 
stands dressed in the garments of deceit. 
He has put off his robe of righteousness in 
order to don the raiment perfumed with 
the smell of animals, to deceive the senses 
of an old, defenseless man. 
determined that Jacob should have the 
blessing; but who could have thought that 
He should ever confer it in such a way? 
Who would have thought that He would 
employ all this treachery and deceit and 
falsehood in the bestowing of it? Let not 
any one imagine, however, that the divine 
conduct is vitiated by overruling thus the 
wickedness of men; or that Jacob’s conduct 
was justified by accomplishing the purposes 
of Heaven. Evil ceases not to be evil 
because God overrules it for good. 

LORD, MAY WE HATE SIN WITH THY HOLY 
HATRED. 

May 27 
SKINS UPON HIS HANDS (27:16) 

Will God indeed stoop to use this artifice 
to. procure His own ends. Yes, He will. 
And thus we see sovereign grace at work. 
The evil is still evil though God has used 
it for good. If this were not so, then 
would those who crucified the Lord Jesus 
be innocent because by their instrumentality 
God accomplished the redemption of His 
people. But as it was “with wicked hands 
that the Jews crucified and slew Jesus, not- 
withstanding He was delivered into their 
hands by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God” (Acts 2:23); so were 
Jacob and Rebekah most criminal, while 
God, who was using their criminal prac- 
tices, was holy, and just, and good. We 
must say respecting all the ways of men, 
of whatever kind they be, they shall eventu- 
ally “praise God;” and, however contrary 
to His commands, shall assuredly both 
accomplish His will and glorify His name 
(Psa. 76:10). 

LORD, KEEP US FROM EVIL AND OVERRULE 


ALL FOR GOOD. 
28 


| AM ESAU THY FIRSTBORN (27:19) 

The lie is told. Did not his tongue stick 
in his throat? Was not his mouth hot and 
dry? Perhaps not, for there is a deceitful- 
ness of sin that can cause one to commit 
the foulest crimes, and then to wipe one’s 
lips and say, “I have done no wickedness” 
(Prov. 30:20). It would do him no good 
to say that he w2s following his mother’s 
instructions; every one is responsible for 
his own doings. Peter, out of the will of 
God, drew. Barnabas with him in the 
dissimulation, but Barnabas was responsible 
for his own actions (Gal. 2:13). What 
wonder then if even good men be some- 





God had_ 


times deceived by the specious reasonings 
of others, or of their own minds, especially 
when there is some great interest to serve, 
and when our tempters are those on whose 
judgment we rely? Let every man then 
stand on his guard, and beware how he be 
drawn by any authority whatever to the 
commission of evil. 
LORD, MAY WE STAND FAST AND RESIST. 
May 29 
BECAUSE JEHOVAH THY GOD BROUGHT IT 
TO ME (27:20) 

Jacob acted his part with more skill and 
confidence than could have been expected 
from a person unaccustomed to deceit: he 
hesitated not to accumulate falsehoods in 
support of his claim, and even to represent 
God Himself as having interposed to ex- 
pedite his wishes. Every difficulty seems 
to have been foreseen by this mother and 
son, and guarded against with great skill; 
and where Rebekah’s experience had not 
suggested a precaution, the subtility of 
Jacob carried him over the difficulty. Lies 
were multiplied without fear or shame; 
and because they were not sufficient, God 
Himself was called in as aiding the decep- 
tion. Who could have thought that Jacob 
would go so far as to make God the con- 
federate in his sin? The first sin may be a 
small seed but the last fruit is great and 
bitter. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM THE INSANITY OF SIN. 


May 30 
COME NEAR THAT I MAY FEEL THEE? (27:21) 

We can never rely on our senses. It is 
only upon the Word of God that we can 
lean. If someone is looking for “feeling” 
as the demonstration of faith, he will be as 
doomed to disappointment as was Isaac. 
Never in the Bible are we told to look for 
feeling. Isaac was blind, and had but four 
senses for the test. He would kiss Jacob, 
smell Jacob and feel Jacob, and would be 
deceived in all of these. His ear would 
still tell him the truth. Perhaps this is 
why the Lord has said that “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). Anyone who is trust- 
ing in feeling gives us as much sadness as 
the contemplation of this poor old man 
being so heartlessly taken in by his schem- 
ing family. 

LORD, GIVE US FAITH BEFORE FEELING. 
31 
THE VOICE IS JACOB’S VOICE (27:22) 

What is it about the ear that makes it 
the most difficult of the sense organs to 
deceive? In Isaac it was probably the com- 
pensation due to his blindness. We are 
tempted to watch and pity the old man in 
the midst of being deceived, until we re- 
member that he was out of the will of 
God in the first place or all of this horrible 
scene would not have taken place. And we 
cannot be in sympathy with the son who 
was so deceitful nor with the mother who 
schemed and intrigued to get her own 
way. Nor can we be pleased with Esau 
who despised his birthright and with it the 
blessing which he was now to lose. The 
only character in the whole thing for whom 
we can have any respect whatsoever, is the 
Lord God Almighty. Perhaps it is best to 
leave it at that, for that’s the way it must 
always be. “Cease ye from man . . . Behold 
the Lord” (Isa. 2:22; 3:1). 

LORD, MAY WE EVER LOOK TO THEE. 
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GO HOME TO THY FRIENDS 
(Continued from page 6) 


A young Air Force Officer spent 


two days in a Christian home, hav-. 


ing been brought by a friend. Noth- 
ing was said to him of Christ, but 
four weeks later he asked to come 
again, and on arriving asked the 
Christians how he too could become 
a Christian. 

Are we Christians letting God use 
our homes, or are we afraid of what 
the Church will say when our home 
is full of unbelievers? Are we pray- 
ing that God will use us, and shirk- 
ing the extra work involved in get- 
ting to know and of entertaining 
unbelievers who are not particularly 
congenial to us? Are we parents 


‘ prepared to welcome the unconverted 


friends of our children in our home, 
trusting in the promise that all who 
are in the house will see the light, 
or are we fearful for our children? 
They will meet unbelievers in life, 
and in what better place than ‘‘in 
the light,’’ where our children can 
see the true character of their 
friends, and the friends can see the 
light? Few realize the importance 
of this work. There are numbers of 
young people today, from broken 
homes, who have nothing safe and 
stable in their lives. For such, a 
friendly welcome in a Christian 
home, which they can use (and mis- 
use!) as they like, is almost certainly 
the most effective way to win them 
for Christ: the stability and peace 
of it all makes an immediate appeal. 
A Christian woman who will give 
her home and herself to such work 
will soon find herself ‘‘a mother in 
Israel’’ to many young lives. It is 
an exacting and blessed ministry 
which brings benefit to the whole 
family, for the Christian children, 
seeing the effect on other lives, begin 
to want to bring difficult and needy 
school friends home, so that they 
may share the benefit. 

A college graduate, just converted, 
who spent two days in a Christian 
home wrote ‘‘I think it is impossible 
that. anyone could stay a weekend, 
or even a day, at your home without 
its having a tremendous effect on 
his approach to life, temporal’ and 
spiritual.: I can never tell you in 
words the things that visit did for 
me spiritually. To be able to be a 
visitor to a Christian home and to 
live in a Christian fellowship is one 
of the greatest benefits God can give 
to men. Your home is the most noble 
witness of the grace of God abiding 
in a family and ‘in a homé-T have 
ever seen. My only regret is’ that 
more people have not been blessed by 
‘God as I have been in being granted 
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the great joy of partaking in such a 
family life.’’ ; 

A study of our Lord’s methods 
and their results are revealing. His 





contacts were widespread, and every hay 


incident of life was an opportunity 
for men and women to see the light. 
When Matthew was called, he made 
a great feast in his own house and 
many publicans and sinners were 
there; he invited his friends; and 
Jesus and His disciples sat down to 
meat with them. They were much 
criticized, but how else would those 
people see the light; such people are 
not found in churches. The result is 
described in Luke 15:1, ‘‘Then drew 
near unto Him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear Him.’’ We 
are called to be fishers of men, and 
if we would catch fish we must go 
where the fish are. It is true that 
we must make a lifetime study of 
the habits, character, likes and dis- 
likes of the fish, but such study will 
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be fruitless unless we are where the 
fish are, and use the means to catch 
them. 

**T pray not that Thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that 
Thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil. They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. Sanc- 
tify them through Thy Truth: Thy 
Word is Truth. As Thou hast sent 
Me into the world even so have I 
also sent them into the world.’’ ‘‘Go 
ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to ‘every creature.’’ 
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young people for fruitful Christian service, as well as for the 
world-wide distribution of gospel literature, evangelistic meet- 
ings, science films and daily gospel broadcasts. 


See how you, like thousands of others, can 
have these material and spiritual dividends. 
Mail the coupon today for your free copy 

of the booklet, “DOUBLE DivIDENDS.” 









(C] t am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills, 


Name 


Addr 
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are 
Safe - Sound 
Satisfying 


BLE INSTITUTE 
Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Dept. ET 11 


$5 


(] Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the 


Moody annvity plan. 


Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will.” 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers: If you have a réal 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concern- 
ing these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 


94 


An Iowa reader who is physically 
handicapped but still able to work 
asks for prayer that she may find 
a means to earn her livelihood. Pray 
for her that she may be blessed with 
physical strength and financial inde- 
pendence. 


95 


’ A father who fears his children 
are only professing Christians de- 
sires our prayers for them that they 
may be led to a saving knowledge 
of Christ and to lives of service for 
Him. 

96 


A Texas reader asks for prayer 
that her voice may be restored. 
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THE BLESSING 


~ 


Is MUTUAL 


... When you GIVE ETERNITY 


to missionary friends * 


Read the excerpt below from Mrs. D’s letter and see how her sacrificial 

gift of ETERNITY to a missionary has brought her joy surpassing any material 
blessing. The subsequent letter from the missionary in Cameroun, French 

W. Africa is proof enough that ETERNITY is a longed-for joy to the hearts of 
the Lord’s laborers at home and abroad. Scores of additional letters within 

our files report repeatedly the mutual blessings that attend a missionary gift 
subscription to ETERNITY. Do your friends on the mission field receive 
ETERNITY regularly? If not, use the coupon below to mail your subscription 
and have the joy of knowing that they will receive 12 monthly issues of 
ETERNITY, each full of stimulating material for spiritual food and refreshment. 


Letter received from a 
missionary in 
French W. Africa 

















Excerpt from letter 
mailed to ETERNITY 
by the subscription donor 





*% If you do not have a particular 
missionary friend the ETERNITY 
GIFT FUND will direct your sub- 
scription gift to missionary 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNA. 


Please send Erernity to the following: 














3 ETERNITY 
| 
[ 
| 
[ 








on its current “waiting” list. NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
NAME: 
ADDRESS : 
ETERNITY makes no additional 
charge for overseas subscriptions (Use blank paper for additional subscriptions) 


Enclosed is my remittance for above at $3.00 each. I am enclosing 6................ 
for your ETERNITY GIFT FUND. 

MY NAME 

STREET & NO 

CITY. I vvciiccimnsine STATE ........0000... 




















Graduation time — and your college 
career lies just ahead. 

The King’s College offers you a 
complete schedule of academic stud- 
ies plus a well rounded program 
of extra-curricular activities and 
inter-collegiate sports. Music courses 
are offered at no additional cost. 

Best of all, there prevails among 
students and faculty a friendly and 
spiritual atmosphere and a deep 
desire to serve faithfully the King 
of King’s. 

Please write us today for com- 
plete information. A catalog and 
application blank will be mailed 
promptly upon request. 


CieGs . 


PERCY B. CRAWFORD, Founder and President 


aoe eNO ee ME K ING 


KING‘'S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 











